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Chairman Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and fellow 

members of the Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on HB 

306 today. 

In recent years, we have witnessed an alarming rise in acts of violence and 

intimidation motivated by hate—hate rooted in race, religion, gender, political belief, 

disability, and more. While Ohio has made strides in addressing certain forms of bias-

motivated oƯenses, our current statutes remain incomplete and outdated in addressing 

these crimes head-on. House Bill 306 seeks to modernize and strengthen our legal tools 

against hate-fueled violence and threats. 

At heart of this legislation is a clear and expanded definition of intimidation by threat 

of violence. It explicitly includes malicious acts such as filing knowingly false police reports 

and unauthorized distribution of threatening materials on private property—tactics that 

have too often been used to silence, scare, or retaliate against individuals for their beliefs. 

Further, this bill establishes that no individual can legally terrorize other individuals for their 

political aƯiliation, religious background, sexual orientation, disability status, or even the 

perception of such characteristics. Put simply, this bill closes loopholes that have been, for 

too long, used to terrorize our communities and get away with it. 
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It is very important to note that this bill does not seek to interfere with our right to 

free speech. The bill makes clear that only threatening speech—speech that reasonably 

incites fear of violence and demonstrates reckless disregard—is not legally protected. 

Speech such as peaceful protest, political disagreement, and lawful labor picketing remain 

fully protected under the First Amendment. 

H.B. 306 also provides meaningful civil remedies to victims of hate-based 

intimidation and violence. These victims can seek damages, attorney's fees, and court-

ordered penalties against perpetrators of these horrendous acts. The bill also prevents 

businesses from coercing individuals to waive these vital protections in service contracts. 

Finally, the bill reclassifies certain oƯenses as hate crimes when motivated by bias, 

ensuring that the punishment fits the gravity of the motivation behind the crime. 

House Bill 306, fundamentally, is about closing the loopholes which hateful 

individuals use to terrorize our communities based oƯ their identities. As political and 

identitarian partisanship becomes a greater and greater issue in America, it is vital that 

Ohio take the necessary steps to protect our state and communities from these hateful 

acts. Chairman Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and fellow 

members of the Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor 

testimony on HB 306. I welcome any questions you may have. 


