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HB 306 - Hate Crime Act Remarks

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the
Judiciary committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 306, known as
the Hate Crime Act.

There are moments in the life of a state when we are forced to confront a hard truth: hatred
has become louder, more organized, and more emboldened.

In 2023, more than 300 hate crime incidents were reported in Ohio to the FBI. The majority
were motivated by race. Others by religion. Others by sex or disability. Community leaders
across our state know that the true number is higher. They see the vandalized houses of
worship. They hear from families who no longer feel safe walking into public spaces without
looking over their shoulder. They field the calls after a swatting incident sends armed
officers to a home because someone, somewhere, decided fear would be their weapon.

We have seen white powder and bullets mailed to public officials. We have increased
security around this Statehouse. We have watched threats migrate from dark corners of the
internet into real neighborhoods.

When Stephanie Kimbro Saunders was spit on in a grocery store parking lot and called the
N-word, the humiliation was immediate. But what lingered was something deeper. She went
to law enforcement. She filed a report. She pursued a restraining order.

And still, the harassment followed her. Online messages. Calls to her workplace. A steady
effort to unsettle her sense of safety.

Ohio law today includes provisions for ethnic intimidation. Certain crimes are elevated
when tied to race, color, religion, or national origin. But Ohio does not have a
comprehensive hate crime statute. Our code does not fully reflect the modern architecture
of intimidation. It does not clearly address violence selected because of political affiliation.
It does not provide broad civil remedies for victims targeted because of who they are.

House Bill 306 brings coherence and consequence to that gap.

It prohibits terrorizing another person by violence or intimidation by threat of violence
when motivated by race, religion, sex, disability, political affiliation, age, military status,
familial status, ancestry, or national origin. It defines terrorizing as conduct that would

cause a person of ordinary emotions and sensibilities to fear for their personal safety.
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It recognizes that intimidation may include knowingly making a false report that triggers an
armed law enforcement response at someone’s home. It elevates offenses of violence when a
victim is intentionally selected because of a protected characteristic.

It also creates a civil cause of action. Victims may seek actual damages, punitive damages,
attorney’s fees, and a civil fine of up to twenty-five thousand dollars. The Attorney General
or a county prosecutor may investigate and bring action on behalf of the victim.

And it does so while protecting the First Amendment. Speech alone is not criminalized. The
line is crossed when a direct threat of violence creates reasonable fear, is made with reckless
disregard, and carries the apparent ability to be carried out.

House Bill 306 bill is measured.
It is deliberate.
It is constitutional.

Hate-motivated violence does more than injure an individual. It sends a signal to an entire
community that they are exposed. It attempts to shrink the space in which people can
worship, organize, serve, and live openly.

As a Christian, I'm reminded of Micah 6:8, which calls us to act justly, to love mercy, and to
walk humbly. In this chamber, acting justly means writing laws that acknowledge the full
weight of harm when violence is fueled by hatred.

House Bill 306 affirms that in Ohio, identity will not be a trigger for terror without
consequence. It affirms that when a person is selected for harm because of their race, their

faith, their disability, or their political belief, the law will answer with clarity.

We cannot control every act of hatred. But we can decide how firmly the law stands in
response.

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the
committee, thank you for allowing us to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 306.

With that, Mr. Chair, I respectfully turn it over to my joint sponsor, Representative Josh
Williams.
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