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Good afternoon, Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member
Synenberg, and members of the Ohio House Judiciary Committee. Thank you for the

opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 528.

There are few crimes more serious or more devastating than rape. Itis a violent
offense that inflicts profound and lasting harm on victims physically, emotionally, and
psychologically. Survivors face significantly higher rates of post-traumatic stress,
depression, chronic health complications, and long-term disruptions to employment,
family life, and overall well-being.” The impact of this crime does not end when the act

ends, for many victims, itis lifelong.

Under current Ohio law, rape is classified as a felony of the first degree, with an
indefinite sentencing structure that can begin at three years depending on the
circumstances. While certain aggravated forms of rape carry enhanced penalties, the
baseline minimum for rape involving force does not adequately reflect the severity of this

uniquely violent crime.

House Bill 528 increases the mandatory minimum sentence for forcible rape to

seven years in prison.

"1 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8793317/
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The question naturally becomes why seven years. In developing this legislation, we
consulted with our local prosecutors. We sought a minimum sentence that meaningfully
strengthens accountability and reflects the gravity of the offense while preserving
proportionality within Ohio’s broader felony sentencing framework. Prosecutors advised
that while there is limited empirical research definitively proving that excessively high
mandatory minimums increase escalation risk, decades of prosecutorial experience
support the principle of maintaining meaningful distinctions between penalties for violent
offenses. When penalties begin to converge too closely, particularly between rape and
homicide, it can raise legitimate concerns about unintended incentive structures and

escalated violent consequences for the victim.

Seven years represents a careful and balanced approach. It substantially raises the
floor beyond current law, signals the seriousness with which Ohio treats forcible rape, and
maintains appropriate proportionality among violent offenses. It reflects both sound public
policy and the practical insight of the professionals who prosecute these cases and work

directly with survivors.

This legislation is rooted in both moral clarity and public safety. Research shows

that individuals convicted of rape have significant rates of reoffending, including additional
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sex offenses.? Ensuring a stronger mandatory minimum sentence protects communities

and reinforces accountability.

House Bill 528 sends a clear message that Ohio stands with victims and will ensure

that the punishment for forcible rape reflects the gravity of the harm inflicted.

Thank you again Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member
Synenberg, and members of the Committee. | appreciate your time and consideration and

welcome any questions.

22 https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/9664255/
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