
Committee Minutes

COMMITTEE: Judiciary
CHAIRPERSON: Jim Thomas
DATE: February 25, 2026
TIME: 11:00 AM
ROOM: Room 122

Chairman Thomas called the House Judiciary Committee to order at 11:00 a.m.

The roll was called, and a quorum was present. The committee proceeded as a full committee.

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved without objection.

The Chairman called up House Bill 306 for its 1st hearing.

Rep. Williams and Rep. Jarrells were present and offered sponsor testimony. The witnesses 
responded to questions from the committee.

This concluded the 1st hearing for House Bill 306.

The Chairman called up called up House Bill 343 for its 3rd hearing.

The Chairman called on Vice Chair Swearingen for a motion. 

Rep. Swearingen motioned to accept substitute bill L_0687-4.

With no objection the motion to accept the sub bill was accepted. 

Louis Tobin was present and gave proponent testimony. The witness responded to questions from 
the committee.

This concluded the 3rd hearing for House Bill 343. 

The Chairman called up House Bill 487 for its 3rd hearing.
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The Chairman called on Rep. Williams for a motion.

Rep. Williams motioned to accept amendment AM_1709. 

After an objection, the roll was called and with sufficient votes the amendment was accepted. 

There was no one present to speak to the bill.

This concluded the 3rd hearing for House Bill 487. 

The Chairman called up House Bill 457 for its 1st hearing.

Rep. Williams and Rep. Daniels were present and gave sponsor testimony. The witnesses 
responded to questions from the committee.

This concluded the 1st hearing for House Bill 457.

The Chairman called up House Bill 528 for its 1st hearing.

Rep. Williams was present and gave sponsor testimony.

This concluded the 1st hearing for House Bill 528.

The Chairman called up House Bill 696 for its 1st hearing.

Vice Chair Swearingen was present and gave sponsor testimony. 

This concluded the 1st hearing for House Bill 696. 

The Chairman called up House Bill 491 for its 2nd hearing. 

Laura Gallagher was present and gave proponent testimony. The witness responded to questions 
from the committee.

Keith Stevens was present and gave proponent testimony. The witness responded to questions 
from the committee.

Kristen Henry was present and gave proponent testimony. 

This concluded the 2nd hearing for House Bill 491.

The Chairman called up House Bill 314 for its 2nd hearing. 

Chuck Johnson was present and gave proponent testimony. The witness responded to questions 
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from the committee.

Bruce Christopher and Doug Eastwood were present and gave proponent testimony. The 
witnesses responded to questions from the committee. 

That concluded the 2nd hearing for House Bill 314.

The Chairman called up House Bill 557 for its 3rd hearing. 

There was no one present to speak to the bill.

That concluded the 3rd hearing for House Bill 557. 

Having no further business, the House Judiciary Committee adjourned at 1:10 pm.

Jim Thomas, Chair

Committee Secretary
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