
House Bill 690 
Sponsor TesƟmony 

 

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and members of the Ohio 
House Judiciary CommiƩee, thank you for this opportunity to present sponsor tesƟmony for 
House Bill 690 alongside my joint sponsor RepresentaƟve Tom Young. 

As you heard from RepresentaƟve Young, there have hundreds of crossing guards hit in the past 
10 years. But what you may not have heard about are the thousands of near misses, speeding in 
school zones, running red lights and failing to yield to school crossing guards that occur each 
year in Ohio.  I know this to be true because in just my own community alone, crossing guards 
have documented thousands of such incidents around elementary schools in just one school 
year alone, including over 570 near hits. To put this in perspecƟve, KeƩering City Schools 
currently operates on a 174-day long school year,1 which would average out to over 3 near hits 
every school day across the district. 

These traffic violaƟons are endangering both the children in our communiƟes as well as the 
adults that have been tasked with protecƟng them. That is why we have introduced this bill to 
add another layer of safety and protecƟon.  

The key provisions of HB 690 are as follows:  

- Authorizes school crossing guards to direct, stop, and control traffic in order to ensure 
the safety of pedestrians using a crosswalk;  

- Establishes a first degree penalty for failure to obey a school crossing guard, as well as 
for harassing, intimidating or interfering with a guard while they are performing official 
duties; and  

- Doubles the fine if the offender is in a school zone at the time of the violation during the 
hours in which the school zone speed limit was in effect. 
 

School crossing guards put their lives on the line every day to protect our kids.  Many who take 
up the bright vests and red stop signs are reƟred individuals who volunteer their Ɵme to help 
students get safely to and from school.  

 
1 https://drive.google.com/file/d/10fR1nxzvxfrdkyTbx1BChi0zow39L0qo/view  



Drivers are required to yield the right of way to pedestrians who are in a crosswalk – including 
slowing and stopping so they can safely cross.  We need more educaƟon, awareness and 
accountability to ensure both our students and our crossing guards are safe and supported by 
everyone sharing the roads. 

Thank you Chair Thomas and members of this commiƩee for having us today and we are happy 
to answer any quesƟons you may have at this Ɵme. 

  


