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Chair Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg,
and members of the Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity
to testify today on House Bill 345. The goal of this legislation is to
ensure that our criminal statutes appropriately reflect the seriousness of
the harm being committed. House Bill 345 does exactly that by
strengthening penalties for the offense of voyeurism.

House Bill 345 updates our law in three key ways:

First, it increases the penalty for secretly viewing or recording another
adult’s private areas in a place where there is reasonable expectation of
privacy from a misdemeanor to a fifth-degree felony on a first offense.

If the offender has a prior voyeurism conviction, the penalty increases to
a fourth-degree felony.

Second, it increases the penalty for secretly viewing or recording the
body or undergarments of another person, commonly known as
“upskirting” or similar conduct, to a fifth-degree felony, and to a
fourth-degree felony for repeat offenders.

Third, the bill increases the penalty for secretly viewing or recording a
minor’s private areas from a fifth-degree felony to a fourth-degree




felony on a first offense. For repeat offenders, the penalty rises to a
third-degree felony.

This legislation sends a clear message: repeat offenders will face
escalating consequences, and crimes involving minors will be treated
with heightened seriousness.

Technology has made it easier than ever to commit these offenses.
Hidden cameras, cell phones, and small recording devices can be
deployed quickly and discreetly. Our statutes must keep pace with the
evolving nature of these crimes. When someone deliberately invades
another person’s privacy for sexual gratification or exploitation,
especially when that victim is a child, the law must respond firmly.

House Bill 345 is about protecting privacy, protecting children, and
holding offenders accountable. It creates proportional penalties that
better reflect the seriousness of the conduct and the harm inflicted.

Thank you all, again, for the opportunity to provide testimony on House
Bill 345. T am happy to answer any questions the committee may have at
this time.



