Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the Ohio
House Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 696. My
name is Kevin Baxter. | am the Prosecuting Attorney for Erie County, Ohio. | was first elected in 1988 and
took office in January of 1989. | have served continuously, having been elected ten (10) times.

| am a former President of the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association and sit on its Executive
Committee. | also serve on the Board of Directors for the National District Attorneys Association and am
a past Vice — President of that organization.

There exist four municipal courts in Erie County. Sandusky Municipal Court, Huron Municipal Court,
Vermilion Municipal Court and Erie County Municipal Court (previously known as Erie County Court).

Sandusky Municipal Court’s territorial jurisdiction includes: City of Sandusky, Village of Bay View, Village
of Castalia and Perkins Township, an unincorporated political subdivision.

Huron Municipal Court’s territorial jurisdiction includes the City of Huron and Huron Township, an
unincorporated political subdivision.

Vermilion Municipal Court’s territorial jurisdiction includes; the City of Vermilion, Vermilion Township,
an unincorporated political subdivision, and Florence Township, an unincorporated political subdivision.

Erie County Municipal Court’s territorial jurisdiction includes all the remaining unincorporated political
subdivisions within Erie County.

In 2005, legislation was passed converting then Erie County Court to Erie County Municipal Court to take
effectin January 1, 2008.

Legislation was also passed to amend section 1901.34(B) of the Ohio Revised Code which reads in
pertinent part:

...beginning January 1, 2008, the Erie county prosecuting attorney, .... shall prosecute all
violations of state law arising within the unincorporated areas of their respective counties.

As you can see the language in section 1901.34(B) is at odds with the territorial jurisdictions of the
municipal courts.

Historically, the law directors and city prosecutors of the municipalities in Erie County have handled all
violations arising in areas within the territorial jurisdiction of the respective municipal court, with the
exception of Erie County Municipal Court. HB 696 is consistent with this historical practice and would
provide more uniform and consistent prosecutorial practice within the respective municipal courts.

| want to thank Representative DJ Swearingen for sponsoring this bill and thank you Chairman Thomas
for allowing me the opportunity to speak to the committee. | welcome any questions you may have.



