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Good afternoon, Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member 

Synenberg, and fellow members of the Ohio House Judiciary Committee. Thank you for the 

opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 459 today. 

Often, we as legislators do not know the fault in our legal codes until tragedy strikes. 

While, presumably, all laws, punishments, and statutes of limitations are enacted with 

good intentions, today we are faced with the task of rectifying one of our law’s major 

failures. After Katelyn Markham disappeared 13 years ago from Cincinnati, it took until last 

year to arrest her killer because her killer desecrated her body and dumped her body in a 

remote wooded area in Indiana. Despite a confession from the killer, prosecutors could 

only offer a plea deal, because the statute of limitations for moving and removing human 

remains had passed. 

In honor of Katelyn, we sought to introduce House Bill 459 or Katelyn’s Law, which 

removes the statute of limitations for moving or removing human remains in the 

perpetration of murder or manslaughter. Specifically, and most importantly, Katelyn’s Law 

creates a third-degree felony for the moving or removal of human remains to prevent the 

discovery of an unlawful act, death, cause of death, or discovery of the human remains 

themselves. Katelyn’s Law also creates a specification that an offender who is convicted or 

pleads guilty to a felony who also is convicted or pleads guilty to moving and removing 
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human remains as previously described will receive an additional five-year prison term. 

Finally, if a juvenile is found guilty of the specification, they are to be committed to the 

Department of Youth Services for a period of one to three years. 

While tragedy has already struck Katelyn and the Markham family, we are enabled to 

ensure that tragedies of this sort and the minimal sentence Katelyn’s killer received cannot 

happen again. 

Thank you again Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member 

Synenberg, and fellow members of the committee. I appreciate the opportunity to testify 

before you today and I welcome any questions you may have.  
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