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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the
Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 459 -
Katelyn’s Law.

In June 2011, Katelyn Markham was killed by her fiancé, who concealed her body along a
roadside. This delay prevented timely discovery, justice, and closure for her family. He was
not indicted until a decade later, pleaded guilty to involuntary manslaughter, and received
only three years in prison.

Due to the statute of limitations, he could not be charged with abuse of a corpse despite
hiding her remains. HB 459 closes this gap by removing the statute of limitations for abuse
of a corpse, treating it as a serious crime with no time limit for prosecution, honoring the
dignity of the deceased and the suffering of loved ones.

Creating a new third-degree felony offense for moving or concealing human remains with
intent to obstruct justice, prevent discovery of a crime, death, cause of death, or the
remains themselves.

Inspired by Katelyn’s tragic case in Fairfield, Ohio, this bill ensures perpetrators can be
held accountable no matter how much time passes, providing justice for victims and
families across our state.

| respectfully urge your support for Katelyn’s Law to honor her memory and prevent future
injustices.



