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March 3, 2026 
 
The Ohio House of Representatives - 136th General Assembly  
House Judiciary Committee 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
Re: H.B. No. 696 
 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
  

Please accept this letter of support for the passage of H.B. No. 696.  H.B. No. 696 is 
consistent with how the prosecutorial duties for state violations arising in Florence Township and 
Vermilion Township have been handled.  Specifically, those violations have been prosecuted by 
the City of Vermilion’s Municipal Prosecutor – not by the Erie County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office. 

 
The Vermilion Municipal Court has jurisdiction over the City of Vermilion, Florence 

Township and Vermilion Township. Therefore, prosecutorial consistency and efficiency will be 
best served by passage of H.B. No. 696 as opposed to being divided between two independent 
prosecutor offices. Further, we believe current ORC 1901.34 is in conflict with the statutory 
scheme established by ORC 1901.18 and ORC 705.11. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (440) 213-3184. 
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Anthony R. Pecora 
Law Director for the City of Vermilion 
 

 
 
Scott J. Orille 
Assistant Law Director for the City of Vermilion 
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