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On August 14, 2011, Katelyn Markham was reported missing by her then fiancé John Carter. 
Katelyn was last seen at her home in Fairfield Ohio, about a mile and a half from my home. 
Our community came together and began searching for her. We crawled under buildings, 
climbed down into ditches and combed the woods and countryside. We worked 
individually and then collectively and then with the help of Texas EquuSearch, 
systematically. Knowing she was gone and maybe needing help changed the way we spent 
our time and how we looked at things. A neighbor’s shed was now a potential hiding place 
for a hostage or a body. A discarded shoe along the road was potentially a clue to where 
she might be. She could not have just vanished, but she had indeed vanished. It made us 
feel helpless and vulnerable. What was so diQerent about Katelyn than my daughter? 
Nothing really, except my daughter was there and Katelyn was not. It took more than a year 
to find her remains and all her remains were never recovered. 

All the while John Carter knew where Katelyn was because he had moved her body. He took 
her from her home and hid her to hide what he had done. She was dead and there was no 
bringing her back, so he sought to save himself from facing up to whatever his part in her 
death had been. But no matter what his part was in her death, hiding her body was a 
purposeful act that devastated her family, friends and community. Her family would have 
been horrified to learn she died no matter how she died, but they could have started the 
natural grieving process. We attend to our dead; we honor them and do for them what we 
can one last time on this earth. But when a person just disappears that process cannot 
start. Instead, we are left in terror. Do they need us? Are they in trouble? How can we find 
them? Most people will agree that the loss of a child is an unimaginable horror of its own. It 
is. I have lost a child, but I can tell you that I cannot imagine having just been told “she’s 
missing” and left to imagine how and why for months into years. That is an unimaginable 
horror. And that is what Katelyn’s family experienced because John Carter chose to hide 
what he had done and hide her body and her death. 
 
We as a society have acknowledged that some crimes are so heinous that there should be 
no statute of limitations on the ability to prosecute those that engage in those crimes. What 
was done to Katelyn Markham and her family by John Carter hiding her body and covering 
up her death was heinous. No one should be able to do such a horrific act and benefit from 
it without recourse. Hiding Katelyn’s body shielded John Carter from a proper investigation 
into her death and the passage of time shielded him from being held accountable for hiding 
her. Katelyn’s Law will protect other families from what happened to Katelyn’s family. 


