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My name is Captain Shaun Meloy, on behalf of Sherift Alex Lape, we appreciate the opportunity to speak in
support of strengthening Ohio’s voyeurism laws. I am here today because I believe Ohio must treat voyeurism
as the serious crime that it is, and that means ensuring that voyeurism is classified as a felony offense in every
case so that suspects can be properly held accountable for their actions.

Voyeurism is not a harmless act. It is not simply a lapse in judgment or a minor invasion of privacy. Voyeurism
is an intentional act that violates a person’s dignity, security, and basic right to privacy. It occurs when someone
secretly watches, photographs, or records another person in a situation where they have a reasonable
expectation of privacy—places like bathrooms, locker rooms, changing rooms, bedrooms, or other private
spaces.

These are places where people should feel completely sate. When someone secretly invades that privacy, the
damage goes far beyond the moment the crime occurs.

For victims, the impact can be profound. Victims often describe feelings of humiliation, fear, anxiety, and loss
of control. They may feel unsafe in spaces that should normally be routine parts of everyday life. Something as
simple as using a restroom or changing clothes can become a source of anxiety because the trust that those
spaces are private has been broken.

Unfortunately, this is not a theoretical issue. Our office has seen firsthand how serious these cases can be.

On October 14, 2024, our office conducted an investigation at Toll Gate Elementary School involving a janitor
who had secretly placed a camera inside of a box in order to record inside the teachers’ restroom. This was a
deliberate act designed to secretly capture private moments in a place where teachers had every reason to
believe they were safe.

During the investigation, our investigators were able to obtain a search warrant for the suspect’s phone. When
that device was examined, investigators discovered that the suspect had recorded numerous victims. In total,
eighteen victims—teachers at the school—were identified on his device.

Eighteen individuals who simply went to work expecting privacy and safety, only to later learn that their most
private moments had been secretly recorded.

However, despite the seriousness of this conduct and the number of victims involved, due to how the law is
currently written, the suspect could only be charged with a misdemeanor. That outcome does not reflect the
seriousness of the crime or the harm that was caused to the victims.



Cases like this demonstrate exactly why voyeurism must be taken seriously under the law. The harm to victims
does not disappear simply because the crime occurred in a private room or because the offender did not
physically touch someone. The violation of privacy itself is significant and long-lasting.

In today’s world, the potential harm is even greater because of technology. Hidden cameras are smaller,
cheaper, and easier to conceal than ever before. Smartphones and digital storage allow offenders to collect and
store images or videos. and in some cases distribute them online where victims lose all control over who sees
them.

Because of the seriousness of these harms, voyeurism should never be treated as a minor offense. It is a
deliberate act that requires planning, intent, and a conscious decision to invade someone else’s privacy.

When the law treats voyeurism as a misdemeanor in certain circumstances, it limits the ability of the justice
system to fully hold suspects accountable for the harm they have caused. That is why this law needs to be
changed.

Voyeurism should be classified as a felony offense in every case. Doing so would recognize the seriousness of
the conduct and ensure that offenders face consequences that reflect the harm inflicted on victims.

Changing the law would also give law enforcement and prosecutors stronger tools to pursue these cases, while
sending a clear message that Ohio takes violations of personal privacy seriously.

At its core, this issue is about protecting the basic dignity and safety of Ohioans. Every person should have the
right to expect privacy in spaces where they are most vulnerable.

No teacher should have to worry about being secretly recorded at work.
No employee should fear that a hidden camera may be watching them in a restroom or locker room.

And no victim should feel that the law treats their violation as a minor offense.

Strengthening Ohio’s voyeurism laws and making the offense a felony in every case will help ensure that
suspects are held accountable, victims are protected, and the right to privacy is respected.
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