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Chair Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and members of the House Judiciary 
Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony on House Bill 345 that 
increases the penalties for voyeurism that also involves videotaping, filming, photographing, broadcasting, 
streaming, or otherwise recording the victim of the voyeurism for the purpose of viewing their private areas.  
 
Obviously we live in an age where the internet, smart phones, and social media give everyone video camera 
technology at their fingertips at all times and the ability to broadcast what is videotaped to a limitless 
internet audience. We are learning more all the time about the substantial dangers that this can create for 
people, especially children. During the last General Assembly legislation was enacted to create the crime of 
sexual extortion making it a felony for a person to threaten to release, exhibit, or distribute private images of 
another in order to compel them to do something like pay a sum of money or provide additional private 
images. This legislation was a direct response to some tragic incidents of young victims of this took their 
own lives or attempted to take their own lives. This General Assembly, the biennial budget included 
increased penalties for the offense of disseminating private sexual images, otherwise known as revenge 
pornography, making it a felony offense and recognizing the significant impact that the dissemination of 
these private images has on the victim. 
 
Voyeurism that involves videotaping, filming, photographing, broadcasting, streaming, or otherwise 
recording victims for the purpose of viewing their private areas is similar to these offenses and certainly 
presents similar risks to victims especially when broadcast or posted online. This type of voyeurism could 
actually lead to the sexual extortion that we hope to prevent. Victims suffer similar harms to sexual 
extortion and the dissemination of private sexual images. Yet the penalties for this crime are a misdemeanor 
under most circumstances, even for repeat offenders, and at most a felony of the fifth degree when the 
victim is a minor.  
 
Voyeurism can be a gateway behavior to more serious violent offenses and indeed law enforcement often 
views voyeurism as a marker for more serious crime in the future. The penalties for it should reflect not 
only the harm to current victims but the need to protect the public from future harm by these offenders. 
 
We have discussed with the sponsor one possible amendment that I want to bring to the Committee’s 
attention. As written, the enhanced penalties for repeat offenders are tied to a previous conviction under the 
same subsection of the voyeurism statute as the current charge. In other words, someone who is currently 
charged with violating R.C. 2907.08(C) for recording a minor for the purpose of viewing their private areas 



 

 

can only be subjected to the higher degree third degree felony if they have a prior conviction for R.C. 
2907.08(C). They will not be subjected to the higher degree felony if they have prior voyeurism convictions 
under R.C. 2907.08(B) or (D). We think any prior conviction under subsections (B), (C), or (D) should result 
in the higher degree felony. This is one change that we would encourage the committee to consider.   
 
Otherwise, our Association feels that the penalties in House Bill 345 more appropriately reflect the harm to 
victims and the danger to the public and we support it for this reason. We encourage the committee’s 
favorable consideration.        
 


