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Chairman Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and esteemed
members of the House Judiciary Committee, my name is Ryan Folz, and I am testifying on
behalf of the Center for Christian Virtue, Ohio’s largest Christian public policy organization. I
am here today to support the passage of HB693, which will succinctly codify the truth that
parents—not the state-have a fundamental right to decisions relating to the upbringing,
education, and care of their minor child.

At the heart of this legislation is a simple, yet profound recognition: a parent’s fundamental right
to raise, protect, and nurture their child is a cornerstone of our society. For generations, Ohio
has respected the role of the family as the primary shield for a child's well-being. H.B. 693
ensures that this shield remains intact by establishing that a parent’s decision to affirm their
child’s actual biological sex is not—and can never be—considered abuse or neglect.

In recent years, we have seen a troubling shift where state child protection systems have, at
times, overstepped their bounds. There are documented instances across the country where fit
and loving parents have faced the threat of removal or state intervention simply because they
declined to consent to experimental medical procedures or social transitions that attempt to
override biological reality. This includes a 2017 case which I'm sure most of you are familiar with
that took place right down the road in Hamilton County. ' Simply put, H.B. 693 provides the
necessary legal clarity to prevent these wrongful determinations of abuse from occurring in
Ohio.

"https://eppc.org/publication/judge-who-removed-trans-teen-from-parents-highlights-whats-at-stake/
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The bill defines "affirming a child's sex" as raising a child in a manner consistent with their
biological sex and making decisions to protect their bodily integrity, development, emotional
and mental health. This affirmation includes using a child’s legal name, consenting to lawful
mental health services that assist a child in living consistent with their sex, and declining to
consent to surgical or medical gender transition services. Under this act, the state is prohibited
from taking adverse action against a parent, foster caregiver, or adoptive parent for these
decisions.

This is not just a matter of policy, but a matter that is consistent with the opinion and precedent
of our nation’s highest court. The U.S. Supreme Court has long held that the Due Process Clause
does not permit a state to infringe on the fundamental right of fit parents to make childrearing
decisions simply because a state official believes a "better" decision could be made. H.B. 693
codifies these protections, ensuring that Ohio parents can guide their children through the
complexities of adolescence without the fear of state-sponsored alienation or the withholding of
critical health information by state agencies.

To ensure neutral consistency remains, the bill also ensures that state-funded training and
professional licensing cannot be used to characterize traditional parenting as "unsafe" or
"abusive". By requiring various state entities to certify compliance, we are creating a transparent
system that honors the family unit. Protecting a child’s development and bodily integrity is a
legitimate state interest. We must ensure that our laws support parents in addressing a child’s
confusion or distress in a way that avoids lifelong medicalization with lifelong consequences.
Raising a girl as a girl, or a boy as a boy, is not abuse, but the natural fulfillment and natural right
of the parental role.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge this committee to support the passage of the Affirming
Families First Act. Let’s protect the rights of Ohio families and the futures of our children.

Thank you again for allowing me to speak on this bill and to the bill sponsors. I am happy to
answer any questions at this time.
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