Linda Harvey Testimony House Bill 693

Thank you, Chairman Thomas and members of the committee, for considering my
testimony.

I would like to speakin support of House Bill 693 because it addresses an element of
injustice in foster care and custody situations. There is no valid reason for denial of foster
care based on disapproval of a child’s attempted gender transition or for this tragedy to be
forced upon parents in any situation.

As president of Mission America, | have received many calls over the years from distraught
parents, those whose children have adopted “LGBTQ” identities and/or behavior. These
heartbroken parents express one common theme: they love their children no matter what,
but they also know that truth remains the truth, and it’s something every child deserves.

As this bill so eloquently states, raising a boy as a boy, or a girl as a girl, is never abuse.
Some people believe you can play callous bingo with a child’s foundational biology, but no
reliable science backs this up. It’s a cruel experiment, an unnecessary road that many
families have traveled in agony. It’s a wonderful reality that many young adults are de-
transitioning from the gender mistakes they were persuaded to pursue in their teens and
we anticipate many thousands more to emerge in coming years, as well as increasing
numbers of malpractice suits against the practitioners who enabled this Frankenstein
medicine.

This bill is needed for many reasons, but | will address two. The first is the tracking from
2018 to 2024 by Cuyahoga County Division of Children and Family Services, with support
from the Biden administration, of minors as young as 5 related to their interest in non-
biological gender identity/sexual orientation. Parent/guardian approval was tracked as well.
These were often children in the foster care system and interventions with these children
included providing some with opposite sex medications and chest-binders for girls.

Government agencies have no business doing anything like this for several reasons. Just
because a child is in the foster care system, does not mean he or she should be
disrespected and used as guinea pigs for bizarre experiments.

My second point here is the counseling issue. No one is born in the “wrong sex” body or
destined for homosexual/bisexual behavior. These are developed identities and attractions
and can be undeveloped with gentle, truthful counseling that seeks to discover what’s
really going on in this child’s mind and heart. And the problem is never, at its core, a sexual
or gender issue.



| praise God that this bill would allow parents to seek counseling that recognizes the truth
of biology and does not bow before the phony notion of “affirming” a girl in a boy identity,
orvice versa.

The misnomer of “conversion” therapy is a straw man that the homosexual /trans lobby
has adopted with false anecdotes which have been accepted at face value for too long.
Public policy has even been adopted to prohibit this counseling based on testimony in
hearings which fabricated “abuse” that came right from the script of a RuPaul movie ( New
Jersey Senate, 2013).

Why is the “LGBTQ” lobby allowed its inventions and mythology with no accountability?

It’s time to call “foul” on fantasy and its projection into a fraudulent narrative, as well as its
damage to children and families. We hope Ohio is smarter and more ethical than this.

Talk therapy is a wonderful option that is mischaracterized by such deceptive narratives
and needs to be recognized for the positive and helpful option it is. No reputable counselor
in current practice will seek to “convert” any patient to a faith. God is big enough that He
does not need a person to bow before Him to graciously do a wonderful work of
transformation in that person’s life. People leave homosexuality and trans identities behind
all the time. The “LGBTQ” lobby is desperate and willing to ruthlessly suppress this
information.

And itis cruel to misportray this therapy for children and their families who want to pursue
counseling that confirms one’s biology instead of exploding it.

So foster children and children of divorced/divorcing parents should have that option
without government agencies and courts forcing them into pretense and manufactured

solutions.

I urge you to vote YES on this bill which will allow many more children to be happy and
healthy in Ohio.

Thank you.



