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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and
distinguished members of the Ohio House Judiciary Committee,

My name is Kathy Boff and I am in strong support of House Bill 693, the
Affirming Families First Act.

I believe this bill is essential to safeguarding fundamental parental rights and
protecting children from premature, irreversible decisions driven by trends
rather than evidence-based care.

HB 693 simply clarifies that a parent who affirms their child's biological sex
—using names, pronouns consistent with birth sex, and declining
experimental social or medical interventions—is not committing abuse,
neglect, or acting against a child's best interest. It prevents overzealous child
welfare investigations, custody losses, or professional license threats based
solely on a parent's refusal to affirm a gender identity that contradicts
biological reality.

Parents know their children best. They should not fear state intervention, loss
of custody, or professional repercussions for making cautious, protective
decisions during a child's vulnerable developmental years. Numerous
families have faced heartbreaking situations where affirming a child's gender
identity was demanded as a condition for family unity or professional
practice—this bill restores balance and prioritizes parental authority.

The legislation also wisely prohibits child welfare agencies from routine
screening or database collection based on sexual orientation or gender
identity, preventing unnecessary intrusion into private family matters.

I urge the committee to advance House Bill 693. It defends parental rights,
shields children from unproven social transition and medicalization, and
upholds the principle that families—not government agencies—should guide
a child's upbringing.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Boff, Ohio Resident, Cuyahoga County and Protect Ohio Children
Coalition volunteer



