Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, and members of the Ohio House Judiciary
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 693.

Family is what society is built on. Family is the bedrock of our nation. We should not
quietly give bureaucrats authority to tear families apart, transgress constitutional rights, and
potentially destroy our state, whether on purpose or by mistake. Often laws are enacted that come
with unintended consequences. When such holes in legislation or mistakes are discovered, we
should take the time to correct the errors and protect the freedom of Ohio citizens.

Each generation of citizens came from families. This state does not procreate citizens, nor
has any generation of citizens been produced by the state. Families do procreate, which increases
the citizenry of the state. One could scarcely argue against Fathers and Mothers naturally having
authority over their children, for they are the source which the children sprang forth from. The state
should be required to offer extraordinary reasons to take that authority away from parents. It
should not be easy for the state to take children away from their parents.

Childhood dreams of flying like a bird, or swimming like a fish are natural childhood
curiosities. Children’s lives are full of exploration from a very early age. Even before birth a child
explores their ability to smile, stretch, and jump. When they begin crawling around the house, they
explore territories known as kitchens, living rooms, and even yards. As they mature, they are
naturally curious about their bodies and how they change, getting stronger, faster, and more
capable. As children mature it is the parent’s vocation to correct the mistaken childhood fantasies
before they cause harm to themselves or others. To teach them to not jump out of windows
because they do not have wings like a bird, or when in the pool or Lake Erie, to come up for air once
in a while, because they don’t have gills. Overwhelmingly, parents are the ones that care the most
for their children. They want to see their children succeed and take joy in watching them mature
and successfully become contributing members of society. If childhood fantasies present a
harmful risk to their children, the parents should not be prohibited from correcting those mistakes.

More and more scientific evidence is mounting around the world that it is a mistake to
promote a minor’s fantasy of changing their immutable characteristics. History will look back at
this time period with utter disbelief that a society would ever entertain these fantasies, let alone
promote them. There are other states that are becoming quite anti-family to their detriment, and
their population numbers show the evidence. Please continue to make Ohio a place where
families can thrive. Give parents the legal protection they deserve.

Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, and all the fruit of the womb is a reward.

Chair Thomas, thank you again for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony. | urge
the committee’s support of this legislation.

Sincerely,

David Lunneberg



