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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chairman Swearingen, and Honorable Members of the Committee, 
 
None of you can see it, but I still have a line on the top of my left foot where the sun burned 
everything but the strap of my sandal. Late last summer for over four hours, I sat on my porch 
with a stranger, someone I had never met or even heard of until just a few days before. I listened 
to him tell me how family court had abruptly decided that it would be in his son’s best interest if 
his father had no parenting time. This tall, Black, white-collar dad was in disbelief. Someone told 
him that he should talk to me, Jeannette. “Call her. She’ll help you.” His son was 4 at the time. 
 
I received a text message three years ago, “Jeannette, there’s a dad you need to talk to. Here’s his 
number. Can you reach out to him? He needs your help.” I texted my name and address—to a 
stranger. We sat on my porch for hours. He told me about his son who was just about to start 
kindergarten. This warm, light-hearted Black man was afraid to get divorced because his wife 
was dressing her son in dresses and refusing to cut his hair. His wife is an executive; he’s a 
mechanic. 
 
Almost four years ago, we received an email: “I am not sure if you can help me! But I am getting 
desperate. The court is saying that I am unsafe for my daughter who says she’s trans and does not 
want to be with me.  I am sure you have heard this a million times by now. I was blindsided. I 
need help! Not sure if you can help me. Please let me know.” This father and I talked on the 
phone for more than an hour within a few days of that email. Since that conversation, I’ve 
accompanied this literal rockstar dad to court and heard the family court judge say, “I think your 
daughter will regret not seeing you, and I don’t think it’s the right decision. But I don’t see 
another option.” His daughter was 13 at the time we spoke. She’s 18 now. 
 
My own daughter was nearly 13 at the time I was in blindsided and in disbelief that every 
principle that holds true for children in the foster care system gets ignored for children who claim 
a trans identity. Why don’t our children deserve to have contact with their biological parents? 
The family court system bends over backward to give parenting time to parents who have 
physically abused and neglected their children because they know that it is in the best interest of 
children to have a relationship with both biological parents. Every state including Ohio agrees on 
this statistical truth. So why are our children denied that benefit? 
 



I don’t have enough fingers to count the number of fathers who have asked me for help because 
someone told them to contact me. 
 
I cannot help them; but you can. You may not be able to sit with them on your porch for hours, 
sit behind them in family court, or sit calmly in front of them as they apologize for crying in 
front of you. But you can give them the protection that every parent deserves and that every child 
deserves—that family court will not deny them and their children the opportunity to agree to 
disagree and still love each other under the same roof. 
 
My testimony is for the fathers. Please listen to them and pass this bill. 
 
 


