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Good Morning, 

My name is Megan Brock and I am an investigative reporter for The Daily Wire. I’m honored to be here 

speaking today.  

For the past three years, I have been reporting on the various ways gender ideology harms children and 

families.  

One of the most egregious examples of these harms I’ve come across, is how gender ideology has 

impacted child welfare systems, resulting loving parents having their children taken away by the state 

because they affirmed the reality of their child sex, rather than the feelings or whims of their gender 

confused child.  

I have personally spoken to many of these parents and concluded that having your hurting child ripped 

out of your arms, while the child welfare system is weaponized against you, is one of the most horrific 

and traumatic experiences a parent can have. It’s something that should never happen to anyone and 

the Affirming Families First Act will make sure it never happens again to any family in Ohio. 

This may surprise some of you in this room but during an 8-month long investigation, I discovered Ohio’s 

Cuyahoga County child welfare system was a hotbed for radical, gender ideology policies.  

In 2017, The Cuyahoga County Division of Children and Family Services (DCFS) was one of four social 

services agencies nationwide chosen to research, develop and evaluate transgender ideology-based 

child welfare interventions that suggest parents and caregivers who do not affirm a child’s sexual 

orientation or gender confusion are unsafe and may need to have their children removed from their 

home.  

The research was funded by a $10 million federal from the Children‘s Bureau, an agency within HHS. The 

grant funded the creation of a research group cumbersomely-named National Quality Improvement 

Center on Tailored Services, Placement Stability, and Permanency for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Questioning, and Two-Spirit Children and Youth (QIC-LGBTQ2S) in Foster Care.  

This group sought to systemically transform child welfare systems by teaching social workers, children, 

and families to reject a male-female view of sex and proactively “affirm” — meaning to validate, 

support, and embrace — the gender confusion of children. This would include using a child’s preferred 

pronouns and supporting their desired sex-rejecting medical interventions.  

Cuyahoga County DCFS created a database tracking the sexual orientation, transgender identity and 

pronouns of children that interacted with the child welfare system in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, featuring 

entries dated from March 2018 to the most recent entry was on August 2024. The spreadsheet was part 

of their ‘Safe Identification’ program, which teaches social services staff how to collect information 

about the sexuality and gender identity of children. 



On the confidential spreadsheet, Cuyahoga County DCFS staff detailed how they helped children obtain 

sex-change drugs, purchased a chest binder for a “non binary” child and noted at least one tracked child 

was 5 years old. The document tracked if children were “transgender or gender diverse,” labeling them 

as pansexual, bisexual, gay, lesbian, straight, or “questioning” their sexual orientation. 

Nearly half the children in the confidential spreadsheet were listed as living outside of the foster care 

system in their “own home” with their parents. The spreadsheet notes if parents are “accepting” or 

“rejecting” of their child’s gender confusion. 

 Some transgender activists view rejecting a child’s gender confusion, such as not letting a child cross-

dress, as an act of abuse or neglect 

The confidential spreadsheet was a part of the AFFIRM.ME program developed by Cuyahoga County 

DCFS through the federal research grant. 

Part of the AFFIRM.ME program is called Safe Identification, an intervention that proactively seeks to 

identify any LGBTQ youth that encounters the child welfare system, including those living outside of the 

foster care, and trains social workers to collect their sexual orientation, gender identity and gender 

expression (SOGIE) data. 

In April 2022, Cuyahoga County adopted a policy requiring all DCFS staff to collect SOGIE data from 

youth ages 13 and older using their SOGIE Disclosure and Safe Identification forms. 

According to a 2022 report on the AFFIRM.ME program, the Safe Identification “age range was later 

changed to 5–21 years old to account for younger children disclosing diverse gender identity or 

expression and to include youth involved with DCFS, not just those in the care of DCFS.”  

Cuyahoga County DCFS staff members collected the SOGIE date using their SOGIE Disclosure Form. 

The form stated that the conversation about the child’s sexual identity “should be done in a private 

setting,” and included on the SOGIE Disclosure form was a script recommending social workers 

introduce themselves using their preferred pronouns and asked the child if they feel like a girl, boy, or 

“something in between.”  

If a Cuyahoga County DCFS staff member discovered a child had a “diverse SOGIE,” which the SOGIE 

Disclosure form defined as “anything other than heterosexual, male or female,” the staff member could 

fill out a Safe Identification form that asks the child if their parents or caregiver affirm their sexual or 

gender identity. 

A Cuyahoga County DCFS supervisor described on a podcast how the Safe Identification process helped 

the department identify non-affirming parents and refer them to courses aimed at convincing them to 

accept their child’s gender dysphoria, if needed, including Chosen Affirming Family Finding intervention 

and The Youth Acceptance Project.  

Chosen Affirming Family Finding (CAFF) is a social services intervention that places LGBTQ kids with 

“affirming” caregivers. The Youth Acceptance Project (YAP) works to re-educate non-affirming parents 

to validate their child’s LGBTQ identity and avoid having them removed from their care. The confidential 

spreadsheet contained several columns indicating if caregivers were engaged in ‘YAP’ services. 



In my investigation I obtained through FOIA a series of communications showing Cuyahoga County DCFS 

team working with HHS officials from May 2023 to October 2023, providing input on how interventions 

likes Safe Identification could be implemented at the federal level. 

Members of the Biden-Harris administration called the Cuyahoga County group “trailblazers” and 

wanted to nationalize their model. The Cuyahoga County DCFS team influenced the recently finalized 

Biden-Harris rule which requires child welfare systems to validate and support gender confusion. 

Thank you for your time today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


