Chairman, Members of the Committee,

My name is Suzanne Carawan. [ am the mother of two sons, ages 19 and 22, and a Prayer/Action
Chapter Leader with Concerned Women for America in the Columbus area.

I am here to speak in support of HB693, the Affirming Families First Act.

As a parent, | have deliberately guided my children through a culture increasingly influenced by
social media and complex issues related to identity. My husband and I have intentionally chosen
schools and environments that support their development.

When my oldest son was in third grade, he came home upset after being introduced to topics
related to sexuality. This caused confusion and questions that were not age-appropriate, and I
was unprepared to handle them at the time. That experience highlights the importance of parental
awareness and involvement in sensitive education.

Later, after moving to Ohio, my younger son faced repeated classroom disruptions related to
gender identity issues involving another student. These incidents caused confusion, distracted
from learning, and put pressure on my son to accept beliefs that conflict with our family’s
understanding of Biblical truth and God’s created order.

These experiences raise an important question: What is the proper role of parents versus
institutions in shaping children’s core beliefs?

I respectfully ask that parents be recognized as the primary decision-makers in all spheres of
their children’s lives. Families should be informed in advance and given the ability to opt in or
out of instruction on sensitive topics such as sexuality and gender ideology. Classrooms should
remain focused on academic education while respecting the diversity of family beliefs.

We should also be careful with our language and recognize that there are only two sexes, while
supporting families to handle gender confusion in the way that works best for their child. When
we claim that affirming biological sex is child abuse, we divert attention from clear cases of
actual abuse.

Strong families are the foundation of strong communities. Supporting parents in their role will
lead to better outcomes for children.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



