Thank you for allowing me to testify today in support of House Bill 693.
My name is Ronli. I live in Columbus, Ohio. | am a mother.

And | am here because | have experienced what happens when a hurting child is separated
from the parent who loves him most.

My son began questioning his identity at the beginning of high school. At 14, he told me he had
gender dysphoria. He wanted hormones. He wanted surgeries. He told me | had to start using a
new name and female pronouns immediately. But | knew my child. And | knew this was not that
simple.

What | saw was not clear.
| saw pain.

| saw a child struggling with anxiety, depression, trauma, and deep discomfort in his changing
body. | saw a child who felt different. A child who felt lost. A child who went online looking for
answers and found a script that told him his pain meant he was trans, and that immediate
medical intervention was the answer.

So | did what any mother would do.
| tried to get him help.

| took him to therapy thinking someone would slow down. Ask questions. Look at his mental
health history. Help us understand the root of his suffering.

Instead, | was pushed aside.

| was not asked what he had been through. | was not asked about his trauma. | was not asked
about the goals of therapy. | was asked whether | wanted a dead son or a living daughter.

No mother should ever be spoken to that way.
That is not care.

That is not compassion.

That is coercion.

And then the people around my son began treating me like | was the danger.

He was praised. Affirmed. Celebrated.
And | became the obstacle.

I was not informed when the school counselor pulled him out to join a support group. | was not
told when his name and pronouns were changed at school. | was shut out of some of the most
important moments in my child’s life, at the exact moment he needed his mother most.

That is why | am here today.



Because taking parental rights away does not protect children.
It wounds them.

It tells a vulnerable child, “Don’t trust your parents. Trust strangers instead.”

It tells that child that the person who has loved them, raised them, and stayed up crying for
them is now the enemy.

That is not protection.

That is abandonment.

Children in distress do not need more secrecy.
They do not need more adults hiding things from parents.
They do not need schools, counselors, or systems replacing the people who know them best.

They need the truth.

They need time.

They need careful help.
And they need their parents.

Parental authority exists for a reason. It exists so that when our children are hurting, we can
step in, slow things down, ask the hard questions, and protect them from decisions they may not
understand for years. When that authority is stripped away, children lose their first line of
protection. They lose the person most invested in their long-term well-being.

My son did not need me erased.
He needed me to be empowered.

He needed people to ask why he was hurting.

He needed trauma addressed.

He needed real mental health support.

He did not need adults offering him a new identity as a shortcut through pain.

House Bill 693 matters because it recognizes something that should never have been forgotten:
affirming a child’s sex is not abuse. It is not neglect. It is not evidence that a parent is acting
against a child’s best interest. And a parent should not lose standing, authority, or custody for
refusing to surrender a hurting child to a process that may cause irreversible harm.

This bill matters because children are safest when loving parents are not pushed out, silenced,
or treated like threats.



