Committee Minutes

COMMITTEE: Judiciary

CHAIR: Jim Thomas
DATE: May 20, 2026
TIME: 11:00 AM
ROOM: Room 122

Chairman Thomas called the House Judiciary Committee to order at 11:00 a.m.

The roll was called, and a quorum was present. The committee proceeded as a full committee.
The minutes from the previous meeting were approved without objection.

The Chairman called up House Bill 446 for its Sth hearing.

The Chairman called on Rep. Mathews for a motion.

Rep. Mathews motioned to accept substitute bill L 136 3189-1.

Without objection the motion was accepted.

The Chairman called on Vice Chair Swearingen for a motion.

Vice Chair Swearingen motioned to favorably report House Bill 446 and recommend its passage.
The roll was called and with 11 yeas and 0 nays the bill was favorably reported.

This concluded the 5th and final hearing for House Bill 446.

The Chairman called up House Bill 478 for its 4th hearing.

The Chairman called on Vice Chair Swearingen for a motion.

Vice Chair Swearingen motioned to favorably report House Bill 478 out of committee and
recommend its passage.

The roll was called and with 11 yeas and 0 nays the bill was favorably reported.

This concluded the 4th and final hearing for House Bill 478 .



The Chairman called up House Bill 565 for its 4th hearing.
The Chairman called on Vice Chair Swearingen for a motion.

Vice Chair Swearingen moved to favorably report House Bill 565 out of committee and
recommend its passage.

The roll was called and with 11 yeas and 0 nays the bill was favorably reported.
This concluded the 4th and final hearing for House Bill 565.

The Chairman called up House Bill 441 for its 4th hearing.

The Chairman called on Rep. Stewart for a motion.

Rep. Stewart motioned to amend with AM_2010.

Without objection the amendment was adopted.

This concluded the 4th hearing for House Bill 441.

The Chairman called up House Bill 723 for its 1st hearing.

Representative Klopfenstein and Representative Melanie Miller were present and offered
sponsor testimony.

This concluded the 1st hearing for House Bill 723.
The Chairman called up House Bill 751 for its 1st hearing.

Rep. Ritter and Rep. Mathews were present and offered sponsor testimony. The witnesses
responded to questions from the committee.

This concluded the 1st hearing for House Bill 751.
The Chairman called up House Bill 490 for its 1st hearing.

Rep. Schmidt and Rep. Williams were present and offered sponsor testimony. The witnesses
responded to questions from the committee.

This concluded the 1st hearing for House Bill 490.

The Chairman called up House Bill 626 for its 1st hearing.

The Chairman called on Vice Chair Swearingen for a motion

Vice Chair Swearingen motioned to accept substitute bill L_136 2139-3.

Without objection the motion was accepted, and the substitute bill was adopted.



Rep. Williams was present and offered sponsor testimony. The witness responded to questions
from the committee.

This concluded the 1st hearing for House Bill 626.
The Chairman called up House Bill 611 for its 3rd hearing.

Geoff Korff was present and offered opponent testimony. The witness responded to questions
from the committee.

Thomas Hobson was present and offered opponent testimony. The witness responded to
questions from the committee.

Tim Johnson was present and offered interested-party testimony. The witness responded to
questions from the committee.

This concluded the 3rd hearing for House Bill 611.
The Chairman called up Senate Bill 174 for its 2nd hearing.

Judge Matthew Reger was present and offered proponent testimony. The witness responded to
questions from the committee.

Sandra Goolsby was present and offered proponent testimony.
Lisa Degeeter was present and offered proponent testimony.

Bridget Mahoney was present and offered proponent testimony. The witness responded to
questions from the committee.

Jess Patz was present and offered proponent testimony.
This concluded the 2nd hearing for Senate Bill 174.
The Chairman called up Senate Bill 61 for its 2nd hearing.

Richard Schuster was present and offered proponent testimony. The witness responded to
questions from the committee.

This concluded the 2nd hearing for Senate Bill 61.

The Chairman called up Senate Bill 262 for its 2nd hearing.
Bruce Sekanick was present and offered proponent testimony.
Ryan Recicar was present and offered proponent testimony

Ian Frank was present and offered proponent testimony.



Tim Linville was present and offered proponent testimony.
Andrea Ashley was present and offered proponent testimony.
This concluded the 2nd hearing for Senate Bill 262.

Having no further business, the House Judiciary Committee adjourned at 1:37 p.m.

Jim Thomas, Chair

Committee Secretary



