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Good afternoon, Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member
Synenberg, and members of the Ohio House Judiciary Committee. Thank you for the

opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 501 today.

As it stands today, Ohio law allows people who were wrongfully convicted, had their
convictions overturned, and had their charges dismissed to apply for compensation from
the state. When the justice system gets it wrong, we owe it to those individuals to try to
make things right. But under the current law, three groups of people are excluded from even
applying for that compensation; young people who were convicted as juveniles, adults who

were pardoned by the Governor, and adults who entered an Alford plea.

House Bill 501 would fix that. It simply says these individuals should be allowed to
apply for compensation like everyone else. This bill doesn’t guarantee them money, it just

gives them a chance to make their case through the same legal process already in place.

Under current law, that young person who was sent to a juvenile facility and later
had their case overturned has no right to apply for compensation. That’s not justice, that’s

a gapinthe law, and it needs to be closed.

People who take an Alford plea often do so because they feel trapped. They may be

maintaining their innocence but believe pleading is the only way to avoid a harsher
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sentence. If their conviction is later thrown out and the charges are dismissed, they

shouldn’t be barred from seeking compensation simply because of that plea.

Finally, individuals who receive a pardon from the Governor are often those who
were convicted wrongly and have spent years trying to clear their names. Once they’re

pardoned, Ohio law currently tells them they can’t apply for compensation.

Other states from across the political spectrum, such as Georgia or Virginia, have
already updated their laws to fix this. House Bill 501 brings Ohio in line with best practices
across the country. It’s a simple change, but it means a lot to those whose lives have been
turned upside down by a wrongful conviction. | hope you’ll agree that justice should apply
to everyone equally, and that every wrongfully convicted person deserves the chance to be

heard.

| want to thank my co-sponsor, Representative Rogers, for her willingness to help
with this bipartisan issue. Thank you again Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen,
Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the committee. | appreciate the opportunity

to testify before you today and | welcome any questions you may have.
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