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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and fellow
members of the House Judiciary Committee, | thank you for the opportunity to provide
sponsor testimony on House Bill 556. | would also like to thank my joint sponsor,

Representative Mathews, for helping to advance this important legislation.

When | review how courts sentence defendants, including community control
sanctions, one of the main things | look at is "does this sentence decrease the likelihood of
that the defendant will re-offend in the future." Needless to say, there are plenty of ways to
achieve this: providing the defendant with adequate quality mental health and substance
abuse treatment, keeping violent and repeat offenders off the streets, or ensuring
offenders who have been successfully rehabilitated have the resources and direction on
how to rebuild their lives, the methods and solutions are endless. Right now, however,
when a judge believes an offender is fit for community control, the law provides a court
with a range of options that can be assigned but some courts take that to the extreme,
using community control sanctions as a form of punishment. When itis truly intended to

be a guide towards rehabilitation without incarceration.

House Bill 556 aims to tackle both those problems head-on. First, this bill
disincentivizes offenders from breaking the terms of their community control. To start off, it

does this by allowing courts to extend community control sanctions by up to a year if an
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offender violates the conditions of their community control sanctions or when that extra
time is needed to complete specialized programs like drug court or half-way houses or pay

restitution.

Second, the bill allows courts to extend community control by up to one year if

offenders refuse or fail to complete mandated mental and behavioral health treatment.

Third, this bill allows courts to adjust and escalate penalties for an offender

repeatedly engaging in technical violations of their community control sanctions.

Finally, this bill allows courts to extend community control sanctions beyond the
originalterm, up to a total of five years, if an offender willingly refuses to pay ordered civil

restitution.

In summary, this section of the bill empowers courts to punish offenders who are
blatantly abusing their privilege of community control sanctions, simultaneously
incentivizing offenders out of anti-social behavior and incentivizing them to undergo

treatment required by their community control provisions.

While discouraging violation of community control sanctions, this bill
simultaneously gives judges the flexibility to break from the rigid allotted time per felony

system which currently governs community control sanctions. Put simply, this bill would
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allow judges to extend an offender’s community control sanctions, so long as they are less
than five years in total, should a judge see it necessary for the offender’s rehabilitation or
completion of sanction-related programming or restitution. As it currently stands, all
misdemeanor and felony convictions can receive that same community control sanction,
up to five years of probation. Under this bill, for misdemeanors and felonies of the third
degree or below, a judge could extend that period if itis necessary to complete the
aforementioned programs. Essentially, while the previous section disincentivizes offenders
from reoffending, this section incentivizes judges to encourage rehabilitation for offenders

under community control sanctions.

Friends, as legislators, we are tasked with the simple yet monumental task of
figuring out how to make crime happen less. By disincentivizing offenders to shirk off
rehabilitation and disobey their community control sanctions while simultaneously
empowering judges to encourage rehabilitation for offenders who desperately need it, we
take a ginormous step in a positive direction to make our state safer. When once-offenders
become productive members of society, not only do we reunite families, keep more law
enforcement officers out of harm’s way, and promote a sense of security across Ohio, but

we save money, safeguard state resources, and wind up more prosperous for it.


mailto:Rep44@ohiohouse.gov

44 House District
Lucas County
Ottawa County

Wood County

Committees
Energy
Finance

Judiciary

Rules and Reference

Workforce and Higher

Education

State Representative Joshua E. Williams
Ohio House of Representatives

Columbus Office
Vern Riffe Center
77 South High Street, it
Floor,
Columbus, OH 43215
Phone: (614) 466-1418
Rep44(@ohiohouse.gov

Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and fellow

members of the House Judiciary Committee, | thank you for the opportunity to provide

sponsor testimony on House Bill 556. | welcome any questions the committee may have.
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