Written Testimony on House Bill 690 — Establishing penalties for failing to obey school
crossing gaurd

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today in support of House Bill 690. My
name is Christopher Protsman, and | serve as the Chief of Police for the Kettering Police
Department. | am here to express my support for this legislation establishing enhanced penalties
for drivers who endanger children and crossing guards in designated school crossings.

Every school day, thousands of Ohio children rely on marked crossings and the guidance of
crossing guards to safely reach their schools. These locations are specifically designed to protect
some of the most vulnerable members of our community, young students who may not yet have
the awareness or judgment to navigate complex traffic environments on their own.

Unfortunately, drivers are often observed speeding through school zones, failing to yield, or
disregarding the directions of crossing guards. These behaviors create dangerous conditions and
place children, parents, and school personnel at serious risk. While current traffic laws provide
some deterrence, the penalties are often insufficient to meaningfully change driver behavior.

House Bill 690 would strengthen accountability for those who ignore safety rules at school
crossings. By establishing a clearer and more meaningful penalty structure, this legislation sends
a strong message that Ohio prioritizes the safety of its children and the volunteers and staff who
protect them each day.

From a law enforcement perspective, this bill provides officers with another important tool to
help protect children and crossing guards in our communities. Strengthening the penalties allows
officers to address dangerous behavior more effectively and reinforces the seriousness of these
violations to the driving public.

Most importantly, this bill serves as a preventative measure. By establishing stronger penalties, it
acts as a deterrent to risky driving behavior in school zones and helps prevent serious injuries to
children and crossing guards such as what happened to Becky Evans, the school crossing guard
from Franklin, Ohio who was seriously injured on January 31, 2025. Her story illustrates how
quickly a routine school morning can turn into a devastating incident when a driver fails to slow
down or yield. HB 690 provides a tool to help prevent tragedies like hers from happening again.

Protecting children on their way to school should be a shared priority for all of us. House Bill
690 represents a practical step toward improving safety in our communities and supporting the
crossing guards and officers who work every day to protect our students.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the committee to support House Bill 690.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully submitted,
Christopher Protsman



Chief of Police
Kettering Police Department



