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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, and members of the House Judiciary Committee, thank 
you for the opportunity to provide sponsorship testimony on House Bill 501, an important piece 
of legislation addressing wrongful convictions in Ohio. 

House Bill 501 seeks to rectify an all too familiar issue within our justice system that penalizes 
innocent citizens for crimes they did not commit. Wrongfully convicted individuals are entitled 
to monetary restitution under the Ohio Revised Code section stating that wrongfully imprisoned 
individuals are entitled to a sum of money equal to any of the court costs accrued from 
proceedings and appeals, $55,045 as determined by the auditor of state for each full year of 
imprisonment, and any loss of wages, salary, or other earned income. 

Upon release, however, many exonerees have found themselves ineligible to claim these benefits 
due to application barriers that reject those who were incarcerated as minors, residents who 
received a gubernatorial pardon, and those who entered an Alford plea, leaving many Ohioans 
shut out from receiving compensation for their unjust confinement. Those who have been 
impacted by wrongful convictions have not only been robbed of their freedom, but they have 
been robbed of their ability to support themselves and those they hold dear. Upon release, these 
innocent Ohioans are often left with nothing more than the clothes on their backs and a 
fragmented view of our state’s justice system. Monetary compensation is not only a necessary 
step toward reintegration, but it also acts as a bridge between the state and its citizens in the 
process of reconciliation, particularly when the state acknowledges that a betrayal of trust has 
occurred. 

House Bill 501 addresses shortcomings of Ohio's current policy by expanding its classification of  
“wrongfully incarcerated individuals” to include individuals in juvenile detention facilities, those 
who received gubernatorial pardons, and individuals whose convictions were overturned due to 
Brady Rule violations. 



This bill also ensures that exonerated citizens are unburdened by the fees imposed on them 
during their incarceration. This includes copays, sick call fees, housing costs, food costs, 
supervision fees, and other ancillary charges during incarceration. 

This legislation is ultimately about restoring trust in our justice system. While there is no amount 
of compensation that could make up for the invaluable time lost among these citizens, Ohio has a 
responsibility to ensure these individuals who have been failed by the system are taken care of. 

I would like to thank you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony today, as well 
as extend my gratitude to my joint sponsor Representative Williams for his support and 
partnership. I respectfully ask for the committee’s favorable consideration of House Bill 501 and 
would be happy to answer any questions. 


