
Opponent Testimony on Senate Bill 174
Rob Kuschel
Fort Thomas, Kentucky

Chair and Members of the House Judiciary Committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 174.
I am a retired United States Navy Chief Petty Officer and currently serve as a Principal
Cybersecurity Engineer. I submit this testimony as a parent who has spent years navigating family
court proceedings involving custody, parenting time, school enrollment disputes, support
obligations, and court-appointed professionals.
My concern with SB174 is that it expands and restructures an already complex system without
sufficiently addressing the problems families most commonly experience: accountability,
affordability, transparency, and public trust.

1. Lack of accountability.

Parents frequently encounter decisions made by courts, guardians ad litem, evaluators, and other
court-appointed participants with limited practical mechanisms for review or accountability.

2. Increased complexity.

Additional procedural requirements can increase litigation costs and expand opportunities for
conflict rather than reducing them.

3. Financial burden on families.

Family court proceedings are already prohibitively expensive for many middle-class parents. Any
reform should be evaluated through the lens of affordability and accessibility.

4. Judicial discretion without measurable outcomes.

Before expanding authority or procedures, lawmakers should consider objective measures such as
case duration, litigation costs, compliance rates, and long-term child outcomes.

5. Public trust.

Many parents leave family court believing the process is unpredictable, financially draining, and
difficult to challenge. Reforms should focus on restoring trust through transparency and
accountability.
I respectfully urge the committee to slow consideration of SB174 and require a more
comprehensive evaluation of its operational, financial, and accountability impacts before enacting
such a substantial restructuring of Ohio family law.

Respectfully,
Rob Kuschel


