Opponent Testimony on Senate Bill 174
Chairperson and Members of the Committee,

My name is Brittani Luers, and | am an Ohio resident. | respectfully submit this
testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 174.

As an Ohio resident who has spent years navigating the family court system, | have
seen firsthand how families can become trapped in prolonged litigation, communication
breakdowns, delays in services, and inconsistent enforcement of court orders. In my
experience, many families are not asking for additional judicial authority or more
complex legal processes. They are asking for accountability, timely enforcement, and
solutions that help children maintain healthy relationships with both parents whenever
appropriate.

While | understand the stated goal of improving family court processes and encouraging
involvement from both parents, | am deeply concerned that this legislation grants courts
broader authority while creating additional complexity for families already struggling
through high-conflict situations.

Many Ohio families are not dealing with simple disagreements. They are dealing with
communication breakdowns, repeated violations of court orders, delayed access to
children, and ongoing conflict that already places enormous emotional and financial
strain on parents and children. My concern is that SB 174 adds another layer of legal
procedures and requirements without addressing the accountability issues that many
families face today.

Courts already have significant discretion in determining what is in a child's best
interest. Expanding that discretion further, while requiring more detailed parenting plans
and increasing litigation over parenting responsibilities, may result in longer cases,
higher costs, and additional burdens on families who are already overwhelmed.

Children need stability, consistency, and timely enforcement of existing orders. Many
parents are not struggling because there are too few laws. They are struggling because
existing orders are not always enforced effectively or consistently. Creating a more
complicated system does not necessarily create better outcomes for children.

Ohio families deserve a system that is transparent, accountable, and focused on
resolving problems efficiently. Reforms should prioritize enforcement of existing orders,
access to services, and meaningful accountability when court orders are not followed. In
my view, those changes would have a greater positive impact on Ohio children and
families than the additional complexity introduced by SB 174.



| respectfully urge you to vote NO on SB 174 and instead focus on reforms that improve
accountability, timely enforcement of court orders, transparency, and access to
meaningful co-parenting solutions.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,

Brittani Luers
Georgetown, Ohio



