
June 3, 2026

Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the House Judiciary Committee,

My name is Samantha O'Henry, and I am an Ohio mother writing as an interested citizen regarding
SB 174.

I support the goal of ensuring that family court decisions are informed, accountable, and centered
on the well-being and safety of children. Family court decisions can have lifelong impacts on
children, shaping their emotional health, stability, relationships, and development.

I believe Ohio families deserve systems that recognize the complexities of family dynamics,
including coercive control, high-conflict litigation, trauma, and the many ways children can be
affected by prolonged family court involvement.

At the same time, I understand that concerns have been raised regarding the implementation of SB
174. As lawmakers consider this legislation, I encourage careful attention to safeguards that ensure
child safety remains the highest priority and that courts are equipped to properly evaluate each
family's unique circumstances.

One area I strongly believe should accompany any reform effort is meaningful training for
Guardians ad Litem, judges, magistrates, and other professionals working with children and
families. Trauma-informed training, education on coercive control, child development, domestic
violence dynamics, and family systems can help decision-makers better understand the realities
many families face.

Regardless of differing opinions on specific provisions of this bill, I believe there is broad agreement
that Ohio's children deserve well-trained professionals, informed decision-making, and systems that
prioritize their safety and long-term well-being.

Thank you for your time, your service, and your consideration of this important issue.

Respectfully,

Samantha O'Henry
Northwood, Ohio


