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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members
of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide Interested Party testimony
on SB174 on behalf of the Ohio Child Support Professionals Association. We are a
membership organization of county child support enforcement agencies (CSEASs),
dedicated to strengthening Ohio’s child support program through education, advocacy,
and support. My name is Ryann Levering-White, and | serve as the Director of Public
Policy.

Ohio’s Child Support Program plays a critical role in the lives of children and families.
One in four children in our state are served by our County CSEAs. These agencies are
responsible for administering and enforcing child support orders. Importantly, we do
not represent either party in a child support case; rather, we serve the best interests of
the child by ensuring that support obligations are properly met.

We support the overall goal of SB174, which updates Ohio’s family law statutes to be
more child centered. When parents do not reside together, the paramount objective
should always be the best interest of the child. We commend the sponsors for
recognizing this principle and for working to modernize Ohio’s approach to family law.

Throughout the legislative process, we’ve had productive conversations with the bill’s
sponsors and proponents regarding key provisions—particularly those related to
paternity establishment and child support. We appreciate their openness to feedback
and collaboration and thank them for supporting and including our suggested changes.

| want to emphasize the important role that CSEAs play in ensuring that court orders are
promptly entered into and processed through Ohio’s Statewide Enforcement Tracking
System (SETS). Timely and accurate entry of orders is critical to effective case
management and allows support collections to begin immediately through income
withholding or bank account directive.
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To carry out these responsibilities efficiently, CSEAs must have clear and detailed court orders
addressing child support, cash medical support, and health care coverage. Ohio uses an income
shares model to determine child support, which estimates how much parents would spend on their
child if they were still living together, pooling both incomes, and dividing their financial
responsibilities for the child proportionally. It is important to note that, even in cases where parents
share equal or nearly equal parenting time, a child support order may still be appropriate and
warranted, particularly when there is a significant disparity in the parties’ incomes.

When the guideline child support amount is determined to be unjust or inappropriate, any resulting
deviation from the standard child support guidelines should be clearly identified in the order,
including the reason(s), and either the specific dollar amount or percentage of the deviation,
pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 3119.23. In addition, a completed child support guidelines worksheet
must be attached to every order.

These practices promote transparency, consistency, and accountability in child support
determinations. They also reduce delays in case processing, enable CSEAs to accurately carry
forward court-ordered deviations during future modifications, and support our shared commitment
to serving Ohio’s children and families effectively and efficiently.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony and for your commitment to children and
families across Ohio. | am available to answer any questions you may have at
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