
Dear Judiciary Committee.

I have emailed my local senator and house representative countless times about 
the corruption in the Lorain County Domestic Relations Court, specifically 
addressing Judge Lisa, I Swenski, who is currently presiding over my case 
17DU083122. I have also asked how to help with legislation which will fix the 
issues in this court. I have spoken with every office in the Ohio court system. I 
have also contacted or spoken with virtually every Senator’s staff  in my area as 
it relates to the issues in the Ohio Domestic Relations Court. As I read through 
SB 174 there is a consistent pattern that is discussed in this Bill, which pertains 
to in the “children’s best interest” and the “judges discretion”.

If the children’s best interest is not based on facts, not based on evidence and is 
only based on a judges opinion, the families in Ohio lose, families are destroyed. 
Everyone in Ohio is able to file an affidavit of disqualification on a judge also 
known a Affidavit of bias and prejudice. If a judge does not like one of the parties 
or is siding with one party, regardless of factual evidence or proof then the 
phrase “best interest of the child” is not an appropriate term to use. This would be 
the best interest of the parent that the judge chooses to side with. It would be an 
appropriate statement to say that no judge has spent time with the families which 
they are ruling against. Making a decision on which parent gets more parenting 
time, which Parent is alienated, which parent is better for the child. It would be 
safe to say that both parents and equal shared parenting would be best for the 
children.

The Domestic Relations Court system has created a battle between the parents 
which destroys families, wastes years of time. The children could be spending 
this time with their parents and creating lasting memories. In my case, both 
parties combined has wasted over 300 thousand dollars in attorney fees and 
Court cost in a 10 year Court battle, which has dragged out because of this 
judge. A judge unwilling to follow the law. This is not beneficial to the children or 
the families and is not in the children’s best interest.

The best interest of a child or children is to spend time with both parents, 
spending time with both families to view a different side to the story and where 
these children came from. I grew up going to church all throughout my youth, and 
because of this, I became a moral, honest and straightforward individual who 
does the right thing. Which is also what I teach my children. The mother on the 
other hand grew up and a family where the children’s grandmother on the other 
side filed false allegations to eliminate the father from the equation. 30 years 



later, my ex-wife or the mother of my children use the same tactic when divorcing 
me, this is the tactic of the Silver Bullet. In family law, it refers to a controversial 
legal tactic where a party makes exaggerated or false allegations (often 
regarding abuse) to immediately gain an upper hand in divorce and child custody 
proceedings. Women (mothers) are not questioned in domestic violence 
allegations. It is the responsibility of the police department and the court to bring 
false allegations and evidence to light. Ohio Revised Code Section 2921.11 
makes it a crime to commit perjury. False allegations which are perjured 
statements by the individual making them which is a felony in the third degree 
under Ohio law.

The judge in my case did not conduct an investigation on the false statements 
from the mother proving if they were accurate or false which is required. A 
deposition was done in May 2025 in which the mother admitted under oath that 
the allegations were false and that the stories that were stated were exaggerated 
from years ago. These were false allegations, proving the children were not in 
imminent danger which is the only reason to grant an emergency motion. In 663 
days a hearing has not been concluded on the Emergency Motion filed on August 
7, 2024. The only person benefiting is the person who made the allegations and 
the judge who has condone them. A judge does not have discretion to break the 
law. It is not in the children’s best interest to allow a parent to make false 
allegations to destroy the family on the father side.

This Domestic relations court has turned a blind eye to the laws which were 
written to protect the victims of crimes. I have had two false allegations against 
me filed by my ex-wife. One allowed by the police department and the criminal 
court and an Emergency Motion filed in the Domestic Relations Court, which the 
judge has condoned and ignored.

The judge in my case herself has committed perjury in every journal entry she 
has written. I have been without parenting time as of today for 663 days because 
of false allegations. Judge Lisa I Swenski has ignored my case, preventing the 
father from due process to bring evidence and proof that would return my 
children to me and finally start the process to help repair the damaged 
relationship that has been created by the mother and this judge. My case is 
currently in the Appeals Court case # 25CA012391. This appeal written by my 
attorney is based on judicial coercion because of a judge threatening to remove 
my parenting time, if I did not agree to her terms to eliminate my motion on re-
allocation of parental rights and responsibilities. I also have a grievance filed 
against this judge CASE# C6-01905 which is currently in the board of professional 



conduct which they are reviewing because the disciplinary council chose to 
ignore what was written in the grievance. This is a pattern of abuse by this court 
system in violation of Ohio law. Nobody in the Court system has discretion to 
ignore the law. Discretion should not be allowed.

Discretion refers to the freedom to make decisions based on one's own 
judgment or the careful, tactful behavior used to avoid causing embarrassment or 
revealing private information.

The laws are not based on one’s own judgment. The law is based on the facts. I 
am asking all of you to vote against SB 174 (aka The Judges Bill) as it gives 
more discretion and eliminates accountability for judges. 

Senator Nathan Manning. I understand that you are a supporter of this Bill but I 
urge you to reconsider based on what is happening in the Domestic Relations 
Court. Senator Manning you sent me a link to the case inquiry Department to 
attempt to help me. Because of the case inquiry Department and Sarah 
Shagardis this judge was forced to make a final order which is what is currently in 
the Appeals Court. After 956 days a threatened court order has never been valid 
which this judge and the plaintiff have been allowed to follow. So I thank you for 
your help on that. The concerning thing is that the case inquiry Department has 
continued to ask this judge to follow the Rules of Superintendence for the 
Courts of Ohio and this judge continues to avoid my case. Regardless It is your 
responsibility as lawmakers to do what’s in the best interest of all. Not in the best 
interest of some. Everybody in this state is elected by the residence who expect 
laws to be followed and elected officials to do the right thing, the moral thing as 
this country was founded under God.

To wrap up the statement, the Senate bill will not benefit the families in Ohio. 
Senate Bill 174 only benefits the judges. It doesn’t matter what Bill gets past in 
the Senate if the judges choose not to follow the law. A Senate Bill should be 
written to require judges to divulge more transparency, accountability, and 
prevents litigation between attorneys and the judge behind closed doors without 
the parties and the court reporter being present. There should be no off the 
record conversations with a judge, there should be no ex parte communication 
between the judge and the attorneys. This happens far too often and it needs to 
stop if you are going to help the families in Ohio. Bernie Moreno says it best in a 
press conference on 8/6/25 about a brawl in Cincinnati where he states that 
“ judges can no longer hide behind their cloak” and “they need to be held 
accountable for law and order” Bernie also stated “we need to end the revolving 



door of injustice”. These judges need to be held to higher standards. This is the 
nightmare that I and countless Ohioans have lived and I myself for the last 10 
years and it needs to stop.

I am submitting this statement in opposition to Senate Bill 174. If you have ever 
had a family member who has gone through this travesty, you will vote against 
this bill and write new legislation to correct the misconduct of those involved.

Thank you for your time,

Jay Gifford 


