Hello, my name is Brian Clark and I’'m from Shelby County Ohio. I’'m a United States Marine Veteran with eight
years of honorable service, along with a Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, Navy Meritorious Unit
Commendation, and Good Conduct Medals throughout my military career.

On December 26 2021 | became a father to two boys, Ethan and Asher Clark. | was allowed to see and get
them as much as | wanted until April of that following year when their mother hired an attorney. After she
hired her attorney, | was immediately not allowed to see my sons unless it was supervised. After our first
court hearing | was allowed to get them but only for six hours on Sundays until court was over later that year
in December. My sons only got to spend six hours a week with their father for the better part of the first year
of their lives.

In January 2024 there were some concerns with one my son’s behavior. So | expressed my concerns to their
mother who agreed she was having issues at home as well and she would think about getting him assessed.
When the subject came up again, | was told to “deal with it that’s just going to be our little Asher”. | thought
long and hard on what to do and decided to get him assessed on my time. The recommendation was a six-
month program where he was getting treatment one hour per week. When | told their mother about the
program, she pulled him out of the program. So, we went to court over it and | was found in contempt of
court because | didn’t have the mother’s approval.

In September 2024 my children’s mother started dating a man who had recently been released from prison
for domestic violence. He also had a twenty-two-year record of multiple violent crimes; including a charge of
unlawful sexual misconduct with a minor. In November of that same year, he tried fighting me at pickup while
| was holding one of my sons. | was obviously concerned about the safety of my children but was also
concerned about how one-sided family court was from my previous experiences. In January 2025 my
children’s mother told me that | was going to need to deal with giving my sons to her boyfriend because he
was there soon to be stepfather. | didn’t want to file again but | felt | had no choice as my children’s safety was
at serious risk. The GAL found the boyfriend to be safe because, “he had a past and that’s all it was a past and
| overreacted.” Also, when | brought up his charge of unlawful sexual misconduct with a minor, | was told by
the GAL “the charge was with a girl and since the kids are boys there is no danger.” | was able to get it court
order that her boyfriend is not be allowed to be around my sons unsupervised, but it cost me $12,000 last
year to make that happen and around $35,000 total, over the last four years, to be able to be an active father
and to ensure the safety of my sons. | trust our legislative process but have yet to comprehend how a man is
good enough to fight honorably for his country but if he wants equal rights to, or to be able protect his
children, he has to fight and pay exponentially for it. Thank you for your time.



