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Good afternoon, Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member 

Synenberg, and fellow members of the Ohio House Judiciary Committee. Thank you for the 

opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on H.B. 622, the Mental Health and Community 

Wellness Act. I would also like to thank my joint sponsor, Representative Robb Blasdel, for her 

work on this important issue. 

When a defendant is found incompetent to stand trial due to mental health factors, judges 

are often faced with an unenviable decision: do they order the defendant to go through a mental 

health treatment where the defendant can refuse their necessary medication, or do they dismiss 

the case? On one hand, a significant number of judges dismiss these sorts of charges, letting 

mentally ill criminals right back on to our streets.1 On the other hand, most criminals which are 

ordered to undergo mental health treatment recidivate anyways, binding judges and prosecutors 

to a Catch-22 governed by ineffectual laws preventing courts from meaningfully restoring 

competency to criminals. These sorts of laws needlessly threaten our communities with criminals 

who should be imprisoned but roam the communities because our justice system has no real 

corrective measures to stop them. 

This legislation, the Mental Health and Community Wellness Act, seeks to put a stop to 

this pointless and absurd judicial leniency which our state implicitly requires when attempting to 

 
1 https://www.chhs.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2021/12/IST_Solutions_Report_Final_v2.pdf#:~:text=The%20full%20range%20of%20dispos
ition%20outcomes%20for,sentenced%20only%20to%20jail%20and%200.2%25%20were  
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deal with some of our worst and trickiest offenders. The Mental Health and Community Wellness 

Act does this in a few different ways.  

First, the bill expands the definition of “person with a mental illness subject to court 

order” to individuals who represent a substantial risk of physical harm to themselves, or others as 

evidenced by threats or evidence of self-harm, violent threats or behavior, or an unwillingness to 

provide or take care of oneself. This definition also now covers individuals who would benefit 

from treatment, as evidenced by behavior which indicates an inability to survive safely without 

supervision, or by a lack of compliance with prior mental health treatments. 

Second, this legislation mandates that prosecutors file for civil commitment of a 

defendant in probate court when the defendant is deemed incompetent to stand trial and is 

accused of a felony or violent misdemeanor. Further, the court would then have the power to 

detain the defendant for up to 10 days while civil commitment proceedings are initiated. When 

under civil commitment, facilities and hospitals would then be granted the ability to petition for 

involuntary administration of medication if it was deemed necessary to restore competency to 

stand trial. 

Finally, this bill would expand the types of facilities that defendants can be held in for 

civil commitment while having their jurisdiction retained by the courts. This bill would also 

ensure that the facilities in which these incompetent defendants are kept would report regularly 

to the courts, updating on the defendant’s mental status and competency to stand trial.  
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When it comes to protecting our communities, there is no price too steep to pay; this 

makes it even better when we can take massive steps towards making our communities safe with 

minor jurisdictional changes, empowering our courts and prosecutors to intervene for the better 

in a mentally incompetent defendant’s life. The Mental Health and Community Wellness Act will 

finally give our courts the tools it needs to ensure mentally incompetent defendants are forced to 

seek treatment, face fair trial for their crimes, and to protect our communities at-large. 

Thank you again Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member 

Synenberg, and fellow members of the Ohio House Judiciary Committee. I appreciate the 

opportunity to testify before you today and I welcome any questions you may have.  
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