
  

I am here today to submit my proponent testimony on House Bill 686, known
as the Parker Kale Act 

When Parker turned 18 in 2023, both his mother, and I filed for guardianship
in Probate Court simultaneously. At that time, Parker was facing medical 
challenges, but because he had reached the age of 18, insurance companies, 
doctors, and dentists no longer recognized his parents as authorized to make 
medical decisions on his behalf. Unfortunately, Parker is incompetent and 
non verbal, he unable to make these decisions or schedule appointments 
himself.

As a result, Parker endured significant dental pain for an extended period. 
Being autistic and unable to understand his own dental needs made it even 
more difficult. His medical treatment was delayed for over 16 months until 
april 2024 we were finally able to obtain a guardian ad litem and petition the 
court to approve necessary medical procedures for July 2024

This bill will address several critical issues. It will extend the guardianship 
filing period to 6 months before the individual’s 18th birthday, allowing 
parents to file paperwork when their child is 17 years and 6 months old 
instead of waiting until the day they turn 18. Additionally, if the guardianship
process takes longer than 6 months, the court will be required to retain 
jurisdiction until a decision is rendered.

Importantly, the bill mandates that insurance companies, healthcare 
providers, and doctors must continue recognizing parents as decision-makers
for their incompetent wards until the Probate Court makes a final 
determination. This legislation will ensure that a disabled person's healthcare
decisions remain in the hands of their parents, rather than insurance 
companies.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Best regards,
 Dasvid Kahle


