
My name is LuAnn Tierney.  I am married, mother of 3 and grandmother of 5. I am a reƟred 
educator of 42 years and current vice president of our local school board.  AdvocaƟng for 
children has been my life’s calling.  I am here today to advocate for my granddaughter, Anna 
Beth.   

Imagine never seeing your grandchild grow up – not reading them a book, taking them for ice 
cream, not helping them learn to ride a bike.  Our granddaughter has never visited our home or 
met our family.  Put yourself in her shoes.  What is she thinking? Does she think we don’t love 
her?  Does she think we don’t have Ɵme for her? Does she think we are dangerous?  How must 
it feel when you have no idea why you never see your dad?  Half of your family is erased and 
you don’t know why?  You are afraid to love your dad because you know you mom doesn’t want 
that.  You have never experienced your dad harming you but you keep geƫng told that he did.  
You used to run to your dad yelling, “daddy, daddy” and now you are afraid to hug him. The 
other kids at school have two parents.  What is wrong with me that I have only one parent?  Did 
I do something bad?  If my dad is bad, is part of me bad?  This is the psychology of a child who is 
kept from a parent.  

Our son and his wife are going through a divorce in Ohio that has lasted over four years now.  
Their daughter, who is now 6 years old, has been used as a weapon to gain control, custody, and 
money.  Family court has been involved from the start and I believe that they have tried to do 
the right thing but it has not worked.  The idea of one parent geƫng custody and the other 
being relegated to a “visitor” got it started on a bad foot.  Our daughter-in-law took their 
daughter from their family home and moved in with her parents.  She immediately began filing 
false allegaƟons – a CPO, CPS reports, police reports – each one requiring Ɵme, invesƟgaƟon, 
court moƟons, court orders and many court dates.  Each one took our granddaughter away 
from her father “in the child’s best interest.” Each false accusaƟon kept our granddaughter from 
sharing any holidays with our family.  She was not allowed to be the flower girl in our other 
son’s wedding. She has never even met her family on our side.  She has not been allowed to 
visit our home and see where her father grew up.  AŌer all allegaƟons were invesƟgated, there 
were no findings of abuse against our son. He sƟll hasn’t goƩen any of this Ɵme with his 
daughter back. When a parent is targeted with false accusaƟons, the child is targeted and 
harmed too. This creates trauma and lifelong consequences.  

Counselors, a custody evaluator, psychological evaluators, supervisors, and more counselors 
became involved.  Each one required an intake, wait Ɵmes, scheduling, delays, and more money. 
Over 17 supervisors have been used in this case and we are not done yet.  Each one has been 
removed or withdrawn from the case due to the harassment and abuse by our daughter-in-law.  
We had one successful supervisor who made visits happen for 10 months.  They were extremely 
successful and our son and his daughter again formed a bond. Our daughter-in-law filed 19 
complaints against that supervisor.  She threatened the supervisor in a parking lot which was 
witnessed and reported by a bystander. The supervisor was removed.  The current supervisor is 



also unsuccessful in making the court ordered parenƟng Ɵme happen.  I believe we have 
exhausted all supervisors within several surrounding counƟes.  

A trial was held in early 2025 lasƟng two weeks. It took over a year for the decision to come out. 
The decision found no evidence of abuse and gave our son a path to equal parenƟng Ɵme – 
50/50.  That was 3 months ago and our son has sƟll not seen his daughter. Our daughter-in-law 
has filed an objecƟon prolonging the case again.   

The court has followed its process. The decision was well wriƩen.  The court orders were 
generally appropriate but our son has sƟll not seen his daughter and our family has sƟll not met 
her.  There seems to be no enforcement. The process needs reform.  Courts need laws that give 
them enforcement mechanisms that work. Clients and their lawyers who are determined to 
exploit the system have found a way.  “The Silver Bullet” describes a strategy to conƟnually 
make false allegaƟons, delay intakes and gaslight the court to gain an advantage of control – to 
win.  Courts are very busy and slow. Caseloads for lawyers and courts are too high. False 
allegaƟons take months to invesƟgate.  Perjury in family court seems to go unpunished.  
Preponderance of the evidence needs to be replaced with clear and convincing evidence. Due 
process should be allowed and parental rights that are guaranteed in the ConsƟtuƟon need to 
be honored.  Parents should be able to raise their children with equal Ɵme and equal rights 
when there is no evidence of abuse or harm.  Currently, this may be the intent but those who 
are willing to game the system are winning and children are losing.   

Lost Ɵme in a small child’s life are moments you will never get back.  The child will never get 
their childhood back. Our granddaughter’s development has been affected and made worse by 
the length of this process. We have never celebrated a holiday with our granddaughter.  There is 
over a year’s worth of presents in our granddaughter’s bedroom at our son’s house. Our family 
has so many things we would share with her – giŌs of our Ɵme, our interests, our loves, our 
hobbies.  We haven’t seen her since April of 2025.  We don’t know how tall she is or what she 
likes or dislikes. Our hearts are broken for the Ɵme lost with our granddaughter. If you have 
never experienced this, I will tell you that the grief is almost unbearable. More importantly, our 
hearts are broken for our granddaughter and the very probable struggles she will have when 
she realizes that she was taken away from a loving, capable and safe father and his family.  I 
don’t think that people understand the extent of psychological abuse that is happening to our 
granddaughter and many other children in her situaƟon.  In addiƟon, thousands of dollars are 
being spent – dollars that could pay for dance lessons, gymnasƟcs, or whatever she would like 
to try.  Her college fund does not exist anymore.  Families should not be made to go through 
this.  This process needs fixing.  Sadly, our situaƟon is not uncommon. Millions of people 
throughout the world are facing a similar circumstance.  That tells me that the system is broken.  
We need to do beƩer.  

I would like to kindly ask commiƩee to amend sub bill SB174 to include the presumpƟve 
safeguards below to ensure courts can't conƟnue the status quo of imposing their opinions and 
worldviews onto families through their unbridled "discreƟon": 



1. A rebuƩable presumpƟon that parents are fit unless there is clear and convincing 
evidence otherwise 

2. A rebuƩable presumpƟon that fit parents act in the best interest of children 

3. A rebuƩable presumpƟon that parental agreements are in the best interest of children 

4. A rebuƩable presumpƟon that equal parenƟng Ɵme and shared decision-making is in 
the best interest of the child 

5. A rebuƩable presumpƟon that compensatory Ɵme for a parent wrongfully denied is in 
the child's best interest 

Had these measures been in place in Ohio 5 years ago, our granddaughter, our son and our 
family may have been spared much of this heartache that we have endured.   

Other states like Florida, Mississippi, Missouri, Kentucky, West Virginia and Arkansas have 
already adopted equal presumpƟons and have seen posiƟve results including decrease in case 
load, less conflict, decrease in domesƟc violence and faster resoluƟon for families. I hope Ohio 
will follow their lead. 

Thank you for your Ɵme and consideraƟon.  There is nothing more important to me than the 
health of our families and the well being of our children.  
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