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Chairperson, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Committee:
My name is Patsy Irene Grant {rom Holland, Ohio.

[ am here today as a mother, an advocate, and someone who has spent years trying to protect her
children.

My testimony is not based on politics. It is based on my lived experience and what I believe
happened to my family through Ohio's child welfare and family court systems.

For years, 1 attempted to protect my children from what I believed was an abusive environment. |

followed court orders. T comnlied with requiremente nlaced nnon me_ 1 wag reneatedly told hy
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the system that I needed to stay away from my former spouse or risk losing my children.
I obeyed those orders.

Yet despite complying with everything I was asked to do, I watched my children be placed with
the very person I had spent vears trying to protect them from.

My former spouse had a criminal history and spent years in prison. While he was incarcerated, I
received custody of the children. However, after his release, custody was ultimately returned to

him,

1his was devastating tor me as a mother because 1 had repeatedly expressed concerns regarding
abuse, neglect, violence, and the safety of my children.

Throughout this process, reports were made to Lucas County Children Services regarding my
children's welfare.

[ documented njuries.

I documented concerns about neglect.

I documented concerns about living conditions. 4
I raised concerns regarding the safety and well-being of my children.

I was informed that there were occasions when access to the home was refused during
investigations.

My children frequently suffered [rom head lice.



I documented concerns regarding sanitation and hygiene.
I observed and documented conditions that I believed were unsafe and unhealthy for children.

I also received reports that the home lacked running water at times and that the children were
forced to use a bucket as a toilet.

As a mother, it is impossible to describe the pain of believing your children are living in unsafe
conditions while being unable to protect them.

One of the most painful aspects of my story involves my autistic son.

Over the years, concerns were raised regarding his welfare and medical needs.
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I believe concerns were not adequately addressed.
My son eventually became critically ill.

Today, he is an adult who requires a liver transplant.

As his mother, | continue to carry the pain of wondering whether more could have been done
SOUICT.

I also experienced concerns regarding fairness and transparency within the legal process itself.

During my case, | later learned of a personal relationship between the magistrate assigned to
matters involving my family and my former spouse's attorney.

Whether actual bias existed or not, learning of that relationship raised serious concerns for me
regarding tfairness, impartiality, and pubhic confidence in the judicial process.

Parents involved in cases that determine the future of their children deserve complete
transparency and confidence that decisions are being made without any appearance of favoritism
or conflict.

Another issue that has deeply troubled me is that my parental rights were terminated only as to
my youngest daughter.

My parental rights to my other children were never terminated.
| have struggled tor years to understand how I could be considered 11l enough to remain the legal

parent of some of my children while permanently losing my legal relationship with my youngest
daughter.



Today, my daughter 1s sixteen years old.
I continue to worry about her welfare.
I continue to hope for the opportunity to rebuild a relationship with her.

The termination of parental rights 1s often described as the civil equivalent of the death penalty
because 1t permanently severs the legal bond beiween a parent and chid.

Unlike many decisions in our legal system, there is often no meaningful mechanism to revisit
that decision even when circumstances change.

That 1s why I am asking this Committee not only to consider SB 174, but to strengthen it.
I respectfully request the following amendments:

First, create a clear process for reinstatement of parental rights when a parent has remedied the
issues that led to termination and reunification would be in the child's best interests.

Second, allow courts to review credible evidence of abuse, neglect, unsafe living conditions,
domestic violence, criminal activity, or serious medical neglect even after parental rights have
been terminated.

Third, require independent review when children are placed with individuals who have violent
felony histories or documented histories of domestic violence.

Fourth. require courts to hear directly from children age fourteen and older regarding their
placement, safety concerns, and wishes regarding family relationships.

Fifth, establish greater transparency and accountability regarding investigations conducted by
child wellare agencies, including documentation of reports received, mvestigative actions taken,

and reasons for case closure.

Sixth, allow emergency review petitions when credible evidence suggests a child may currently
be living in unsafe conditions.

Seventh, strengthen conflict-of-interest and disclosure requirements in juvenile and family court
proceedings so families can have confidence that decisions are being made fairly and without.
any appearance of impropriety.

Members of the Committee, my purpose today is not simply to tell my story.

My purpose is to ask Ohio to do better.

Children deserve safety.



Children deserve stability.
Parents deserve fair and transparent proceedings.

And when evidence emerges that a child may still be at risk, there should be a meaningful way to
ask a court to review the situation.

My children deserved better.
Oh10's children deserve better.

I respectfully ask you to strengthen SB 174 and ensure that child safety, accountability,
(ransparency, and family preservation remain at the center of Ohio law.

Thank vou for vour time and consideration.

Patsy Irene Grant Holland, Ohio



