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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the 

Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony today on 

House Bill 622, the Mental Health and Community Wellness Act. I would also like to thank my 

joint sponsor, Representative Williams, for his partnership and leadership on this critical issue. 

Too often, our communities bear the consequences of a justice system that lacks the tools to 

meaningfully address defendants who are incompetent to stand trial due to mental illness. 

Judges are forced to choose between dismissing charges and returning individuals to our 

streets, or ordering treatment that the current system cannot adequately enforce. Neither 

outcome serves the public, and neither serves the individual in need of care. House Bill 622 is 

our answer to that challenge. 

This legislation takes three meaningful steps to correct that imbalance. First, it expands the 

definition of “person with a mental illness subject to court order” to include individuals who 

represent a substantial risk of harm to themselves or others, as well as those who would benefit 

from treatment as evidenced by an inability to safely care for themselves or a history of non-

compliance with prior mental health treatment. This ensures our courts can intervene earlier 

and more effectively. 

Second, the bill requires prosecutors to file for civil commitment in probate court when a 

defendant charged with a felony or violent misdemeanor is found incompetent to stand trial. 

Courts would be empowered to detain such defendants for up to ten days while civil 

commitment proceedings are initiated, and treatment facilities would be authorized to petition 

for involuntary administration of medication where necessary to restore competency. 

Third, the bill expands the types of facilities where defendants can be held under civil 

commitment while courts retain jurisdiction, requires those facilities to report regularly on a 

defendant’s mental status and competency, and directs municipal courts to utilize local forensic 

and mental health resources — rather than relying solely on state-run hospitals — when making 

competency determinations. 

At its core, House Bill 622 is about making sure our courts have real options — options that 

protect communities, get individuals the treatment they need, and ensure that the justice 

mailto:Rep79@ohiohouse.gov


system can function as it was designed to. These are commonsense, targeted reforms that 

strengthen the tools available to our judges and prosecutors without overreaching or 

duplicating existing law. 

The residents of the 79th District — and all Ohioans — deserve a system that takes both public 

safety and mental health seriously. House Bill 622 does exactly that. 

Thank you again, Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and 

members of the Judiciary committee for your time and consideration of House Bill 622. I would 

be happy to answer any questions from the committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


