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Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and members of the Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 137. I am honored to 

stand before you today in support of this legislation, which aims to enhance the autonomy and 

fiscal responsibility of our local taxing authorities. 

 

Overview of House Bill 137 

 

House Bill 137 proposes amendments to sections 3709.29 and 5705.23 of the Ohio Revised 

Code. The primary objective of this bill is to authorize taxing authorities to decline submitting a 

requested library levy or general health district levy to voters.   

 

Rationale for the Legislation 

 

Currently, when a library board or general health district requests a levy, the corresponding 

taxing authority is obligated to place it on the ballot, irrespective of the broader fiscal landscape 

or the community’s readiness to support additional taxation. This mandate can lead to voter 

fatigue and the potential dilution of support for essential services. 

 

By granting taxing authorities the discretion to assess and, if necessary, decline these levy 

requests, House Bill 137 empowers local leaders to make decisions that reflect the unique needs 

and priorities of their communities. This flexibility ensures that levy proposals are introduced in 

a manner and at times that are most likely to garner public support and meet community needs. 

 

Benefits to Constituents and Local Governance 

 

The proposed legislation offers several key advantages: 

• Enhanced Fiscal Responsibility: Taxing authorities can better manage the timing and necessity 

of levy proposals, ensuring that only the most critical and well-justified levies are presented to 

voters. 

• Reduced Voter Fatigue: By preventing the ballot from being overcrowded with levy requests, 

we respect the voters’ capacity to make informed decisions without feeling overwhelmed. 

• Strengthened Community Trust: Allowing local elected officials to exercise judgment in these 

matters fosters greater trust between the government and its constituents, as decisions are tailored 

to local circumstances. 

 

 



 

Alignment with My Legislative Priorities 

 

As a former mayor of Powell and now as the State Representative for Ohio’s 60th District, I have 

consistently advocated for policies that promote local control, fiscal prudence, and responsive 

governance. House Bill 137 aligns with these principles by ensuring that decisions about levy 

submissions are made by those closest to the communities they serve. 

 

Conclusion 

 

In conclusion, House Bill 137 represents a thoughtful approach to modernizing our levy 

submission process. It respects the intelligence and autonomy of local taxing authorities, reduces 

unnecessary burdens on voters, and promotes a more strategic approach to funding essential 

services. 

 

I respectfully urge the committee to support House Bill 137 and advance it through the 

legislative process. I am available to answer any questions you may have and look forward to 

collaborating with you to enhance the effectiveness of our bill. 

 

 

 

 


