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Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and Members of the House Local
Government Committee, on behalf of the Public Safety Directors of Ohio, | submit this
testimony to you in opposition to House Bill 92.

The Public Safety Directors Association represents cities of varying size from the Ohio Valley to
the North Coast, and our members provide a variety of municipal services, including water,
sewer and stormwater utility services. Each city determines a delivery model that reflects the
values, responsiveness and quality that their constituents desire at the local level. These efforts
provide a foundation for economic development of the State of Ohio and provide a landscape
for the furthering of economic prosperity.

House Bill 92 will severely restrict a tool currently available to municipalities to recover those
unpaid rents from water, sewer, and storm water utility customers. Utility operators rely on
timely payments from the users in order to operate efficiently and effectively. Payments are
necessary to operate the utility in a fiscally responsible way. Any revenues that are anticipated
but uncollected would require a budget alteration and provide financial uncertainty to the
utility operation.

Under the Ohio Revised Code, the method of certifying utility assessments is efficient and
ensures these essential services are maintained to all property owners. Any alteration to this
method of collecting unpaid utility rents will be less effective and efficient. As rents go unpaid,
the average citizen who consistently pays their utility bills on time will be burdened with
making up the difference of the uncollected utility revenue. This will further push the burden
on an already financially challenged population including seniors and fixed income families.

Lastly, House Bill 92 will create a Municipal Lien Appeal process. This administrative process
would be duplicative and will add a bureaucracy to the dispute process. The new process will
create confusion and unnecessary burden for the administration of the utility. This burden
would require additional fees and costs to operate, also resulting in these additional costs to be
passed on to the population and diverting resources from other essential services.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony. The Ohio Public Safety Directors
respectfully request the committee protect the municipal utility providers ability to decide
locally how to best address delinquent utility rents and support home rule authority as outlined
in the Ohio Constitution.
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