
To: 
Chair Angela King 
Vice Chair Mathew Kishman 
Ranking Member Veronica R. Sims 
Commitee Members 

Subject: Opposition to House Bill 92 – Protecting Local Fiscal Responsibility 

Dear Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, and Ranking Member Sims, 

As Council President for the City of Reynoldsburg, I write to express my firm and unequivocal 

opposition to House Bill 92. This proposed legislation would severely restrict municipalities' 

ability to collect unpaid water, sewer, and trash charges from property owners of non-owner-

occupied properties—an overreach that threatens the financial stability of cities across Ohio. 

House Bill 92 removes one of the most essential tools local governments use to ensure fairness 

and accountability: the authority to place a lien for unpaid utility services. This is not a punitive 

measure—it is a responsible, last-resort mechanism that ensures property owners fulfill their 

obligations and that critical public services remain funded. If this bill becomes law, it will shift 

the financial burden from negligent property owners to municipalities and, ultimately, to the 

taxpayers who already do their part. 

For a city like Reynoldsburg, the consequences would be immediate and lasting. Without the 

ability to enforce payment, our capacity to maintain infrastructure, keep neighborhoods clean, 

and deliver vital services would be jeopardized. Even worse, it sets a dangerous precedent that 

rewards neglect and discourages property owner accountability—putting responsible residents 

and public budgets at risk. 

I urge the General Assembly to reject House Bill 92 and stand with local governments that are 

working hard every day to uphold fiscal responsibility, public service, and community trust. We 

ask that you collaborate with us—not limit us—so we can continue to serve the people of Ohio 

effectively and sustainably. 

Thank you for your attention and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Shanette Strickland 
Council President 
City of Reynoldsburg 

 


