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May 20, 2025

Dear Members of the Ohio House State and Local Government Committee:

I am writing on behalf of the City of Dayton and its Department of Water to express our concerns regarding the
proposed legislation in House Bill 92, which pertains to the collection of past-due utility payments from
landlords.

Thank you for the opportunity to share the perspective of Dayton, a proud municipality that serves over 136,000
residents. We would like to express our formal opposition to this legislation. This legislation restricts our ability
to collect past-due payments. Allowing this legislation to pass would compound our already-existing struggle to
collect due payments, as our city’s poverty rate is 27.1%, which is higher than the national average.

As you know, strict water quality guidelines require us to greatly and quickly upgrade our already-aging
infrastructure to meet these new standards. By further impeding our ability to collect past-due funds, we will
struggle to meet our financial needs for infrastructure upgrades, even outside of the new water quality
standards.

Landlords are critical in ensuring that their tenants pay their utility bills. Renters and landlords make up a
significant portion of Dayton’s housing community. A recent report from a local property services company
shows that between 52% and 53% of Dayton residents rent. According to US Census data, the median monthly
rent is $866, and the average bill from the City of Dayton’s Water Department is $26.18 monthly.

The City works hard to keep water rates low while balancing the need for critical infrastructure upgrades. When
these revenues cannot be collected, vital infrastructure projects are delayed, and ultimately, our residents suffer
the consequences as our ability to provide water services is hindered.

Because of these factual issues, the City of Dayton strongly opposes House Bill 92. Landlords have several
options to change the way utility payments are managed, such as including them in the total monthly rent. They
can also request a copy of the bill sent to their address and stay on top of payment histories, or obtain copies of
home addresses to guarantee payment, a feature that municipalities do not have.

Thank you for allowing me to share this viewpoint. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
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Sincerely,

Shelley Dicks
City Manager



