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Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and members of the House Local
Government Committee, my name is Nick Ciolli, Research Analyst for the County
Commissioners Association of Ohio. Thank you for the opportunity to provide written
proponent testimony regarding House Bill 137.

HB 137 is a simple, straightforward, and common sense bill. Currently, the board of county
commissioners has no oversight authority on property tax levies proposed by county library
districts and general health districts. If these entities seek a property tax levy, the resolution
is submitted to the board of commissioners, but the board “shall” submit the resolution to
the board of elections. The bill changes that “shall” to “may.”

The key to this bill is that the board of general health districts and the trustees of libraries
are not elected officials. We do not believe that unelected entities should have unfettered
access to place taxes on the ballot. By changing the “shall” to “may,” the board of
commissioners will be able to work with the library or health district to determine the most
appropriate levy proposal.

We don’t denigrate the work of libraries and health districts. They provide important and
valuable services to communities across Ohio. Commissioners simply believe that elected
officials accountable to the public should have proper oversight of property tax levies.

CCAO would like to thank Representative Lorenz for sponsoring this common sense reform
and the committee for hearing the bill. We ask for your favorable consideration of HB 137.
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