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Gary Merrell
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Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 137, which
proposes amendments to sections 3709.29 and 5705.23 of the Revised Code to give boards of
county commissioners a meaningful role in the process of submitting certain tax levies to voters.

I have served as a Delaware County Commissioner since 2013, and in that time, our board has
been asked to approve the submission of numerous tax levies to the voters of Delaware County
for consideration. This is a role I take very seriously as a county commissioner, being both a
steward of taxpayer dollars and an elected representative of the citizens of Delaware County. The
decision to submit a tax levy to the voters involves weighing the operational needs of the county,
the use and management of existing funds, and the overall tax burden on property owners within
the county. Unfortunately, boards of county commissioners do not serve a meaningful role with
respect to certain tax levies, limiting our ability to weigh the necessary factors and exercise
discretion.

Currently, when a library board or general health district requests a tax levy, a board of county
commissioners is required to submit the tax levy to the voters, having no discretion to reject or
modify the request. While a board of county commissioners may ask questions about the
operational needs of the requesting entity and the management of existing funds, the board
ultimately serves only as a rubber stamp to the requesting entity’s own determination that the
levy is necessary. Despite its role as the taxing authority for the county, the board of county
commissioners is also unable to consider the timing of submission to the voters, which can
negatively impact other tax levies that may be appearing on the ballot at the same election. At a
time when all elected officials are focused on addressing the real property tax burden facing our
residents, boards of county commissioners should have discretion to determine the scope and
timing of tax levies that will be submitted to voters in their counties.
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House Bill 137 would grant discretion to boards of county commissioners to fully examine,
modify, or reject requests for tax levies, giving boards of county commissioners a meaningful
role in the process. This will ensure that board of county commissioners can make the best
decision for the county as a whole, taking into consideration all needs and priorities within the
community. Boards of county commissioners are not permitted to formally support or oppose tax
levies, and my support for House Bill 137 should not be interpreted as a position, pro or con,
regarding any tax levies previously submitted to, or pending before, the voters of Delaware
County. Rather, my support for House Bill 137 is based on a desire to empower local elected
officials to serve as the appropriate check and balance for all county tax levy requests. The
authority granted in House Bill 137 promotes fiscal responsibility, operational efficiency, and
responsiveness from those officials elected by and directly accountable to the people.

Chair King and members of the Committee, thank you again for the opportunity to submit
testimony on this very important matter. I respectfully urge the Committee to support House Bill
137 and advance it through the legislative process, and I welcome any questions about the bill or
the positions stated herein.

Respectfully W

Gary Merrell
Delaware County Commissioner
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