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Chairman King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and members of the 

Ohio House Local Government Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

sponsor testimony on House Bill 428 today. 

House Bill 428 is a simple but important change that removes unnecessary barriers 

to hiring the best people to lead our cities. Specifically, the bill eliminates the outdated 

requirement that Directors of Public Service and Public Safety must move into the city 

within six months of their appointment, unless that requirement is waived by local 

ordinance. 

This may have made sense decades ago, when physical presence was essential to 

perform a leadership role. But today, in a world where people commute regionally, work 

remotely, and use modern communication tools every day, this requirement does more 

harm than good. 

We've heard from city officials and potential candidates alike: residency 

requirements like this make it harder to hire the most qualified professionals. These are 

people managing multimillion-dollar budgets, overseeing essential services like water, 

sanitation, and emergency response, and cities should be focused on getting the best 

person for the job, not where that person lives. In modern times, the state shouldn’t be the 

one telling these cities that they cannot hire a Public Service Director from the town over. 
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House Bill 428 doesn't ban cities from requiring residency if they still want to. All it 

does is give local governments the choice. It returns that decision-making power to the 

people closest to the issue. That’s consistent with Ohio values, small government, local 

control, and removing red tape that gets in the way of effective service. 

This bill is about merit, not ZIP codes. It’s about making sure our cities can compete 

for top-tier leadership talent without being restricted by rules that no longer fit today’s 

workforce. At the end of the day, House Bill 428 is about good governance. It’s a small fix, 

but one that will have a real impact on how our cities function and who is willing to step up 

and serve. 

I want to thank my joint sponsor, Representative Thomas, for his support on this 

issue. And thank you again, Chairman King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, 

and members of the Ohio House Local Government Committee, I appreciate the 

opportunity to testify before you today and would be happy to answer any questions you 

may have. 

 

mailto:Rep44@ohiohouse.gov

