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Testimony before the Ohio Senate Local Government Committee October 22, 

2025 on H.B. 428 Removing Unnecessary Residency Requirements 

  
Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and members of the House 
Local Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 428, 
a very simple bill that gives more control and discretion to local governments. I 
appreciate the support of my Joint Sponsor Rep. Josh Williams on this bill as well.  
 
In current law, we the legislature dictate that a city’s Director of Public Service 
must live within the city limits of his or her employment within 6 months of 
employment. To my knowledge we do not dictate in code the residency 
requirements of any other local non-elected employee.  
 
This issue came to me from one of my geographically and population-wise small 
cities. Their mayor had recently hired a Public Service director who recently 
became married and purchased a home for his wife’s work location. This new hire 
would need to purchase a home or rent in the city limits to comply with the letter 
of the law, something not worth it.  
 
The legislature has granted the city the ability to grant an exception to this 
residency requirement, however my city and from conversations many others, do 
not veer from state law with these types of requirements and do not make 
exceptions from our requirements. That is just their standard operating 
procedure.  
 
So, if a requirement in Ohio law is not complying with the needs of those on the 
ground, we should change it. I have spoken with the Municipal League on this bill 
and they have no concerns with the changes. Those who have wanted to grant 
excepts have, and those that do not, can create their own requirements if they 
want.  
 


