Van Wert County Sheriff's Office

Sheriff Thomas M. Riggenbach

113 North Market Street < Van Wert, Ohio 45891

Phone: 419-238-3866
Fax: 419-238-9531

To: Ohio House Local Government Committee
Ref: HB 397

Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Minority Member Sims, good morning.
My name is Tom Riggenbach, and I am the Sheriff of Van Wert County. I have
been with the Sheriff’s Office in various roles for over 30 years. Today, I am here
to speak about HB 397.

This bill aims to change how inmate commissary monies may be spent. These
changes would expand the ways commissary funds may be used to the benefit of
persons who are incarcerated.

Sheriffs would like to see some amendments to the as-introduced version of HB
397. We would like to add that we should be able to use money from the inmate
commissary account for recreation equipment, such as basketballs, volleyballs,
exercise mats, etc.

We would like to add that we can utilize funds from the inmate commissary
account for programming services that support treatment for incarcerated
individuals. This may include a MAT program that enhances the treatment an
inmate is already receiving.

We also wish to add that we can purchase tools designed to prevent contraband
from entering jails and to pay for advanced staff training. Advanced staff training
is any training beyond the basic corrections academy. A better-trained staff
provides better care and management of inmates.

We want to add that we can purchase technology necessary for the safety of the jail
facility if the items exceed the minimum standards for jails. There is an increasing
number of technologies for jails to use in their daily operations, including artificial
intelligence. They are expensive and not an option for many jail budgets. This
addition helps us be better prepared for the future as technology continues to
evolve and could assist jails in obtaining some of these products.




We also wish to purchase medication in connection with the programming services
that would be added to this bill. The purchase of medication for programming
would not supplant 50% of a Sheriff’s budget to provide such services.

Finally, Sheriffs want to add that inmate commissary money may also be used to
pay for the salaries and benefits of Sheriff’s employees who work in or are
employed to investigate allegations of misconduct, conveyance of contraband, or
sexual abuse by staff that occur within the facility. This would clarify that
personnel must be specifically assigned to investigate these allegations for the
sheriff to be able to utilize inmate commissary funds to pay their salaries and
benefits.

I have enclosed with my statement a copy of what our suggested amendments
could look like, for your review.

In closing, as Sheriffs, we take care of the people who are incarcerated in our jails.
We want to do our best in this endeavor. Money is always a factor in what we can
do for our inmate population. The proposed changes, I have mentioned, would help
Sheriffs have more options in how to use inmate commissary funds for the benefit
of our inmates, while still maintaining guardrails on how these monies are spent.
All while undergoing the approval process with our respective Boards of County
Commissioners.

Thank you for your time today. I will do my best to answer any questions the
Committee may have.

Thomas M. Riggenbach
Sheriff, Van Wert County



Section 341.25 | Establishing commissary and commissary fund

(B)(3) All profits from the commissary fund shall be used for the following:

(a) To purchase supplies, equipment to provide life skills training, recreation, education,
treatment and programming services, for the benefit of persons incarcerated in the jail;

(b) To pay salary and benefits, for employees of the sheriff who work in or are employed for the
purpose of providing service to the commissary or to investigate allegations of misconduct,
conveyance, or sexual abuse by staff within the facility, or all;

(c) To purchase technology and tools designed to prevent contraband from entering the jail;

(d) To pay for construction or renovation of a jail facility to provide medical or mental health
services.

(e) To pay for advanced staff training for the benefit of persons incarcerated in the jail.

(f) To purchase technology necessary for the safety of the jail facility if the purchased items
exceed the minimum standards.

(9) Medication in relation to programming shall not supplant 50% of the Sheriff's budget to
provide such services.

(4) The sheriff shall adopt rules for the operation of any commissary fund the sheriff establishes.



