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Good morning Chairwoman King, Vice-Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and members of
the committee. Thank you for your time to speak in favor of the amended HB92.

My name is Anna Mills, I’'m a 76+yr old housing provider from Toledo and | have proudly

rented affordable properties for more than 48 years. | spoke to you about this issue this spring
and told you about the outstanding water bills | have on some of my properties. | had them at
$3835, $4,240, one at 55,172, $6,740 and one over $20,269! Since that time, very

little has changed. The tenants have continued to pay their rent but not their water bills. Toledo
Water has continued to provide water for the property despite the delinquency and never
turned off service. And the totals have continued to increase.

The city of Toledo finally took notice and estimates over S50 million dollars in unpaid water
bills! They say they are going to start collecting, and now I’'m afraid | will be stuck owing

all this money back to the water company for service | didn’t contract for and water | didn’t use.
| have always made it my priority to ensure my homes are clean, safe, and affordable. This work
matters deeply to me, and | take pride in it. However, | don’t have the reserve funds available
to pay off other people’s debts.

If the worst occurs, | will likely have to sell my rentals, further decreasing an already depressed
market. | would be forced to sell to the highest bidder- probably a hedge fund-who would raise
the rent from my affordable $950 to $1500, or more. That’s one less affordable home in
Toledo. One more family displaced.

Tenants already pay for gas and electricity, and the internet directly to the provider. Municipal
water should be no different. The amended version of HB92 would allow the contract, service
and relationship to stay between the municipal utility companies and their direct customers,
also creating more responsible/conservative usage.

Please pass HB92 out of committee and move it to the full house for a vote. Let me get back to
focusing on what | do best-providing clean, safe, and affordable housing — not chasing down
water bills | can’t control.

Thank you for your time.
Anna Mills, President of Toledo REIA



