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Before the Ohio House Local Government Committee
Proponent Testimony Substitute House Bill 92

Chair King, Vice Chair Kishman, and Ranking Member Sims, and members of the House
Local Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present proponent
testimony on Substitute House Bill 92 on behalf of the members of the Ohio Chamber of
Commerce. My name is Tony Long, General Counsel and Director of Energy &
Environmental Policy at the Ohio Chamber.

In the energy policy space, there is a principle known as cost causation. The concept
attempts to assign the cost of delivering services (gas and electricity) to the ratepayers that
required additional outlay of capital or improvements to the utility service and the cost of
the utility itself. Sub. HB 92 follows that principle. If a tenant has an individual contract for
water services with a municipal utility service provider that tenant should be the individual
required to pay for the water delivered to the apartment or rented residence. It does not
make sense to force the obligations onto the landlord and then require that landlord to
unwind liens or other methods used to collect outstanding water bills caused by a tenant
or former tenant.

Additionally, Sub. HB 92 recognizes the doctrine of contract law known as the privity of
contract that holds a contract can only confer rights or impose obligations upon those
parties who are directly involved in and assent to the agreement (contract). Sub. HB 92
places the obligations for the unpaid water bill directly onto the party that signed the
agreement. The tenant.

Thank you for the opportunity to present this proponent testimony for Sub. HB 92. The Ohio
Chamber looks forward to working with this committee and the Ohio House to move the
legislation forward. | will now attempt to answer any questions you may have for me.



