Testimony

Chairwoman King, Vice Chair Kishman, Ranking Member Sims, and members of the Local
Government Committee, my name is Ethan Wohlwend, | appreciate your time in allowing
me to testify in support of House Bill 92.

As | grew up, my parents taught me to take responsibility. | found that that has definitely
helped me in my life. If we don’t hold residents accountable, then they will continue to run
up these massive water bills. Many people have testified and expressed their issues with
water companies, so | don’t want to wast your time with a bunch of details. If we simply
hold people accountable, then it will save residents from running up big bills and leaving it
to the housing provider. Some of these bills can massively effect most housing providers.

One of the most notable bills that | had, is a $1,072.20 bill that | had to pay, | never agreed
to pay this bill. | did not use any of this water. A tenant signed for the water and agreed to
pay the bill. The bill from the city water company even states, “No Owner Signed.” The
tenant never paid. And For about a year | did not even know this bill was continuously
unpaid. When | did find out, | asked the water company to turn off the water. The water
company refused. This water charge was then attached to my tax bill.

Here’s a parable for you: If someone runs up a massive credit card bill and can’t pay it back,
that will effect their credit. If someone has a terrible credit score because they racked up a
bunch of credit card debt and couldn’t pay it back, do you think a bank would want to give
them another line of credit. No; that’s why credit is a thing. Even if they declare bankruptcy
to escape the debt, that still shows on their credit for up to 10 years afterwards. Why don’t
we have a system like that in place for these municipal utilities. We have asked multiple
water companies to track who has unpaid bills. House Bill 92 will encourage water
companies to do this. And if they don’t turn on water at a new house, then it promotes both
personal responsibility, and prevents more unpaid bills.

I urge you to vote for House Bill 92. Thank you for your time.



