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Chair King and Members of the House Local Government Committee, thank you for allowing me to
reaffirm the support of the members of the Ohio Apartment Association (OAA) of House Bill 92.

OAA is a federation of nine local apartment associations. OAA members own and/or manage
approximately 500,000 rental units located in urban, suburban and rural communities across the state of
Ohio.

Our members typically are the owners and/or operators of apartment communities, as opposed to single-
family rentals or small-scale multi-unit properties. In our communities, the manner in which utilities are
provided can vary greatly — sometimes we as landlords are the contracting party for utility services, but it
is equally likely that our tenants are contracting directly for their own utility services. Our tenants are
fully aware of how utilities are handled at a property prior to signing their lease and, where necessary, are
personally responsible for establishing their own utilities.

We continue to support legislative efforts to alleviate the issue of municipalities certifying a property tax
lien against our properties — a practice the 2009 Attorney General’s opinion clarifies should not be
occurring. The recent addition to the bill codifies that position and makes it very clear that county auditors
cannot add these liens to tax lists. A single tenant’s failure to pay the bill for a service that they have
personally contracted for should not impact dozens if not hundreds of residents. Those policies unfairly
shift the debt from the party that contracted for the service and violated the contract to the property
owner. Accordingly, OAA supports Substitute House Bill 92.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important issue.
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